
 

 The Town of Hilton Head Island 
Special Design Review Board Meeting 

 

Tuesday, August 3, 2010  
9:00am – Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers 

 

AGENDA 
 

As a Courtesy to Others Please Turn Off All Cell Phones and Pagers during the Meeting. 

 

 

1.  Call to Order  

2.  Roll Call 

3. Freedom of Information Act Compliance 
Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with 
the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

4.  New Business 

          First Presbyterian Church Addition - DR100028 

5.   Appearance by Citizens 

6.   Adjournment 

 

 

 

 
Please note that a quorum of Town Council may result if four (4) or more of Town 

Council members attend this meeting. 
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Additions and Modifications/ Phase I 
First Presbyterian Church 

540 William Hilton Parkway 
Hilton Head Island, SC 

 
PROJECT NARRATIVE 

June 29, 2010 
 

 
 First Presbyterian Church (FPC) has recently completed the expansion of its vehicle 
parking area on property located adjacent to its William Hilton Parkway campus and 
which was purchased for that purpose. 
 
The additional parking was much needed for the convenience of the FPC 
membership and for the many community functions (International Piano 
Competitions, Hilton Head Orchestra performances, chorus groups etc.) regularly 
held at the church. 
 
The new parking area is located considerable further from the main entry to the 
Narthex of the church than the original parking.  This fact, coupled with a need to 
increase and update the restrooms which primarily serve the church sanctuary 
during services and performances, led to the development of this plan to expand and 
refurbish the South wing of the church. 
 
The heated area of the church will be expanded to include an existing covered 
walkway.  The space will be reconfigured to provide a new eight foot wide access 
corridor leading directly into the side of the Narthex as well as much needed 
expansion of restroom facilities convenient to the Sanctuary. 
 
Outside of the enclosed area a new covered entryway, stair, and handicap ramp will 
be provided which connects directly to a covered vehicle drop/pickup area. 
 
The aesthetic concept is that the addition/modification should blend seamlessly with 
the existing facility.  Exterior building materials (brick, siding, fenestration, roofing 
and colors) will match existing.  The design intent is that, upon completion, the 
expansion will appear to have been a part of the original construction. 
 
The site design will require only minimal site disturbance and no specimen tree 
removal.  An existing railroad tie retaining wall and landscaped area will be removed 
for construction access and a new landscaped area will be installed.  Landscape 
replacement material will complement the existing and recently installed parking lot 
landscape.  Sidewalk replacement will match the existing exposed aggregate design.  
The adjacent gravel drip edge will be used for construction access and will be 
refurbished with gravel to match.  A black steel edge will be added for maintenance 
to contain any gravel spill over. 
 
The proposed church building modification will be owned and maintained by First 
Presbyterian Church. 



Existing Project Photographs 
First Presbyterian Church 

Phase I – Additions and Modifications 
Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 

June 29, 2010 
 

 
        View facing South Wing of Church and proposed area for new covered entry 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

      Existing covered walkway to be enclosed and existing gravel drip edge to be 
      refurbished after construction 



 

Existing Project Photographs ‐ Continued 
First Presbyterian Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View facing adjacent Sanctuary showing exposed aggregate walk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Area for Covered vehicle drop off 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MODIFICATIONS AND ADDITIONS, PHASE I 
 
 
EXTERIOR COLORS AND BUILDING MATERIALS 
 
The design intent for this work is that it be similar in color and materials and seamless in the 
execution of the construction.  The existing construction evolved over more than four decades 
and at least six phases of expansion which requires considerable “color matching” as opposed to 
the normal “color choosing” process. 
 
COLORS – GENERAL 
 
The original color scheme of the facility included exterior wood stain pioneered in the area by 
the project’s original architect.  It was a Driftwood Gray and bleaching oil mixture manufactured 
by Cabot.  It was semi-solid in some area and semi-transparent in others.  Over the years areas 
have been refinished and/or added.  All of the existing colors are compatible but vary slightly.  
This project will match those in closest proximity to the new construction. 
 
A dark maroon color is used on some exterior doors and on some wood work at the existing 
covered walk.  The maroon woodwork is being demolished.  No new use of the maroon is 
proposed. 
 
ROOFING 
 
The entire facility was reroofed recently with the Landmark Shingle design as manufactured by 
CertainTeed.  The color is “Cobblestone Gray”.  All new roofing will be the same. 
 
SOFFITS AND FASCIA BOARDS 
 
Fascias will be S4S cypress 1 x material, smooth finish, and color to match existing nearest 
fascias.  Soffits are ½” exterior grade plywood, smooth surface and will be painted or stained to 
match adjoining. 
 
PANELING AND TRIM 
 
There are two small areas of paneling, one is over the new entry doors and one is where the new 
exterior wall abuts the sanctuary wall.  The paneling is 1x tight joint, rough sawn shiplap cypress 
as exists at the sanctuary.  It will be trimmed with 1 x cypress S4S detailed to duplicate existing 
panels. 
 
BRICKWORK 
 
Several slight color variations appear throughout the facility and some size variations.  This work 
will match as nearly as possible the existing brickwork immediately adjacent to the planned new 
brickwork.  It will be detailed to transition at the pilaster location to minimize any variations in 
color.  The brick being matched is an “engineer modular” with 3/8” joints.  Its dimensions are 3-
5/8” x 7-5/8” x 2-13/16”. 
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WINDOWS AND DOORS 
 
There are three new windows being added which are 2’-4” x 6’-4” double hung with metal clad 
exterior.  They are identical in size to existing but differ in construction due to building code 
requirements.  The clad color will match existing by manufacturer or painted on site. 
 
New entry doors are fully glazed metal, factory finished to a color which closely matches the 
prevailing gray of the building’s woodwork. 
 
HANDRAILS 
 
No guard rails are required by Code since there are no surfaces greater than thirty inches above 
grade.  Handrails of 1-5/8” diameter, architectural grade aluminum with powder coated finish 
will be provided at all stairs and ramps.  The design will be a simple double top rail, a single 
bottom rail and posts which are set in core drilled pockets with epoxy cement. 
 
RAMPS AND STAIRS 
 
The stairs will be brick solids and accent dividers will be matching brick.  There are areas of 
exposed aggregate paving which will match adjacent paving. 
 
The ramps will be site formed concrete, tan colored and rock salt, finished for color 
compatibility with adjacent exposed aggregate paving. 
 
 
 
 
 









 

DESIGN TEAM/ DRB COMMENT SHEET 
The comments below are staff recommendations to the Design Review Board (DRB),  

and do not constitute DRB approval or denial  
 
PROJECT                      DRB#    
 
DATE    RECOMMEND                 RECOMMEND                          RECOMMEND 

APPROVE  APPROVE W/COND.             DENY 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 
 

DESIGN GUIDE/LMO 
CRITERIA 

COMPLIES 
YES/NO/N/A

COMMENTS OR CONDITIONS 

Structure is designed to be 
appropriate to the 
neighborhood 

Y  

Promotes pedestrian scale 
and circulation 

Y  

Design is unobtrusive and set 
into the natural environment 

Y  

Utilizes natural materials and 
colors 

Y  

Avoids distinctive vernacular 
styles 

Y  

Design is appropriate for its 
use 

Y  

All facades are have equal 
design characteristics 

Y  

Avoids monotonous planes 
or unrelieved repetition 

Y  

Has a strong roof form with 
enough variety to provide 
visual interest 

Y  

Minimum roof pitch of 6/12 Y Pitch integrates to preexisting form 
Overhangs are sufficient for 
the façade height. 

Y  

Forms an details are 
sufficient to reduce the mass 
of the structure 

Y  

Human scale is achieved by 
the use of proper proportions 
and architectural elements 

Y  

Utilizes a variety of 
materials, textures and colors 

Y  

Incorporates wood or wood 
simulating materials 

Y  

Windows are in proportion to 
the facade 

Y  

Details are clean, simple and 
appropriate while avoiding 
excessive ornamentation 

Y  

Utilities and equipment are 
concealed from view 

Y  

Decorative lighting is limited 
and low wattage and adds to 
the visual character 

Y  

X7/27/2010
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Accessory elements are 
design to coordinate with the 
primary structure 

Y  

LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
 

DESIGN GUIDE/LMO 
CRITERIA 

COMPLIES 
YES/NO/NA 

COMMENTS OR CONDITIONS 

Treats the Landscape as a 
major element of the project 
 

Y  

Provides Landscaping of a 
scope and size that is in 
proportion to the scale of the 
development 

Y  

Landscape is designed so 
that it may be maintained in 
its natural shape and size 

Y  

Preserves a variety of 
existing native trees and 
shrubs 

Y  

Provides for a harmonious 
setting for the site’s 
structures, parking areas or 
other construction 

Y  

Location of existing trees 
and new trees provides street 
buffers, mitigation for 
parking lots, and an 
architectural complement 
that visually mitigates 
between parking lots and 
building(s) 

Y  

Shrubs are selected to 
complement the natural 
setting, provide visual 
interest and screen less 
desirable elements of the 
project 

Y  

A variety of species is 
selected for texture and color 

Y  

Provides overall order and 
continuity of the Landscape 
plan 

Y  

Native plants or plants that 
have historically been 
prevalent on the Island are 
utilized 

Y  

A variety of sizes is selected 
to create a “layered” 
appearance for visual interest 
and a sense of depth 

Y  

The location of existing 
mature trees is taken into 
account in placement of 
shrubs so as not to damage 
tree roots 

Y  

Proper spacing and 
location for plants to reach 
their mature size and natural 
shape while avoiding 

Y  



excessive or unnatural 
pruning 
Proposed groundcovers are 
evergreen species with low 
maintenance needs 

Y  

Large grassed lawn areas 
encompassing a major 
portion of the site are 
avoided 

Y  

The adjacent development is 
taken into account in 
determining the most 
appropriate buffer so as not 
to depart too dramatically 
from the neighborhood 

Y  

Ornamentals and Annuals 
are limited to entrances and 
other focal points 

Y  

NATURAL RESOURCES PROTECTION 
 
DESIGN GUIDE/LMO 
CRITERIA 

COMPLIES 
YES/NO/NA 

COMMENTS OR CONDITIONS 

An effort has been made to 
preserve existing trees and 
under story plants 

 To decrease impacts to root system of 27 inch live oak, 
remove three RODH nearest tree. 

Supplemental and 
replacement trees meet 
LMO requirements for size, 
species and number 

  

Wetlands if present are 
avoided and the required 
buffers are maintained 

  

Sand dunes if present are 
not disturbed 

  

   
   
   
   
   
 
MISCELLANEOUS COMMENTS/QUESTIONS 
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