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 The Town of Hilton Head Island 
      Regular Public Safety Committee Meeting 

 

December 7, 2015 
10:00 a.m. – Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers 

 

AGENDA 
 

As a Courtesy to Others Please Turn Off All Cell Phones and Pagers during the Meeting 

 

1.  Call to Order  
2. Freedom of Information Act Compliance 

Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with 
the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

3.  Approval of Minutes 
a. Regular Public Safety Committee Meeting of November 2, 2015 

4.  Unfinished Business 
a. None  

5.  New Business 
a. Review of 2015 Bicycle Collision Statistics 
b. Consideration of a Request to Adopt the Beaufort County Animal Control Ordinance 

6.    Adjournment 

 
 
 
 
Please note that a quorum of Town Council may result if four (4) or more of Town  
Council members attend this meeting. 
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TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING 

 
 
Date:   November 2, 2015                                                Time: 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Members Present: Marc A. Grant, Chairman; Bill Harkins, Council Member 
 
Members Absent: Lee Edwards, Council Member 
 
Town Staff Present: Lynn Buchman, Senior Administrative Assistant 
Others Present: Lt. Jason Covington, Msgt. Andrew Faucett, and Kiera Morris, Beaufort 

County Sheriff’s Office; Lt. JoAnn Jones, Port Royal Plantation Security; 
and Eleanor O’Key, Lowcountry Inside Track 

Media Present: None 
 

 
1. Call to Order  
2. Freedom of Information Act Compliance 
Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with the 
Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

3.  Approval of Minutes 
a. Regular Public Safety Committee Meeting of September 14, 2015 

A motion to approve the minutes of the September 14, 2015 meeting of the Public Safety Committee 
was made by Mr. Harkins and seconded by Chairman Grant.  The motion was approved by a vote of 2-
0.  

4. Unfinished Business    
None 

5. New Business 
a. Proposed 2016 Public Safety Committee Meeting Dates 

A motion to approve the 2016 meeting dates included in the agenda packet was made by Mr. Harkins 
and seconded by Chairman Grant.  The motion was approved by a vote of 2-0. 

b. 3rd Quarter 2015 Crime Statistics – Capt. Joey Woodward 
Lt. Jason Covington of the Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office, appeared before the Committee in the 
absence of Capt. Woodward, who he noted was on vacation.  He presented a brief PowerPoint 
outlining the detailed crime statistics for the 3rd quarter of 2015, as cited in the Uniform Crime Report, 
which is included in the agenda packet. 
He reviewed the breakdown of the statistics for Crimes Against Persons and Against Property.  Mr. 
Harkins noted the unusual jump in the number of crime, and Lt. Covington explained a spike occurs 
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when population increases, and the particular crimes in Palmetto Dunes had been isolated to several 
individuals from Bluffton who have since been arrested.  He also attributed the crime increase in the 
North and South Forest Beach area to an individual who was also arrested several weeks ago.  
Chairman Grant and Lt. Covington discussed the need to educate business owners about leaving cash 
in registers, and the safety tips being distributed through the Nixle program. 
Mr. Harkins and Lt. Covington briefly discussed the West Marine break-in currently under 
investigation, which Lt. Covington indicated is believed to have been committed by a crime ring 
outside of Beaufort County that has targeted other West Marines on the East Coast. 
Lt. Covington outlined the traffic and criminal tickets and warnings issued by patrol and a separate 
breakdown for marine patrol activities.  Mr. Harkins noted the decreased number of tickets being 
issued this year, and Lt. Covington indicated because of the increased burglaries and break-ins, focus 
had been re-directed from traffic this quarter.  Chairman Grant asked if more deputies would be 
needed next summer with increased traffic, since he noted the visibility of officers and issuance of 
traffic tickets might discourage speeding.  Mr. Harkins and Lt. Covington briefly commented on such 
additional funding requests that Sheriff Tanner had submitted and would continue to request.  
Mr. Harkins inquired how DUIs were determined by the marine patrol, and Lt. Covington indicated 
boating under the influence was established through standard field sobriety tests during marine checks. 
The volunteer hours were reviewed for the reserve deputies and volunteers, and Lt. Covington 
recognized the great resource they provide.  He outlined for Chairman Grant the requirement for 
reserve deputies to provide a minimum of 60 hours each quarter to maintain certification.   
Mr. Harkins and Lt. Covington discussed the use of the holding cells, which Lt. Covington indicated 
were maintained on Friday and Saturday by officers from the Detention Center while bar patrols are 
conducted.  He noted there are 3 holding cells with a maximum capacity of 10 prisoners, who are then 
transferred to Beaufort.   
Chairman Grant and Lt. Covington discussed the safety information distributed through the Nixle 
program and the media as the holidays approach to discourage burglaries and encourage vigilance. 
In response to Mr. Harkins’ inquiry, Lt. Covington noted there are officers in field training and 
attending the academy assigned to Hilton Head Island and Bluffton, and once their training is 
completed, the Sheriff’s Office will be at full staffing. 
Mr. Harkins and Chairman Grant commented on the great job being done by the men and women in 
the Sheriff’s Office.  Chairman Grant asked for public comment, and there was none. 

6. Adjournment 
At 10:17 a.m. Mr. Harkins moved to adjourn the meeting and Chairman Grant seconded.  The motion 
was approved by a vote of 2-0.   
                           Respectfully submitted: 

                             ______________________________ 
                            Lynn W. Buchman 

Senior Administrative Assistant 
Approved by: 
 
__________________________/Approved __________________, 2015 
Marc A. Grant, Chairman 
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TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
Public Projects and Facilities Management Department 

 
 

 
TO: Public Safety Committee 
VIA: Jeff Buckalew, Town Engineer 

Scott Liggett, Director of Public Projects & Facilities 
FROM: Darrin Shoemaker, Traffic and Transportation Engineer 
  
DATE December 1st, 2015 
SUBJECT: 2015 Bicycle Collision Statistics 
 
Recommendation: No staff recommendation is made.  The committee will be briefed on the 
Beaufort County Sherriff’s Office traffic accident report involving bicyclists in 2015.    
 
Summary:  There have been 19 bicycle-involved traffic accidents reported to the Beaufort County 
Sheriff’s Office and the South Carolina Highway Patrol thus far in 2015.  This number is 
commensurate with or slightly less than the statistics shown in recent years.  November reports have 
not been received by the Town as of this writing.  Since July 1st, 2012, the intersection of Wm. 
Hilton Pkwy. with Folly Field Road and Mathews Drive has experienced the largest number of 
bicycle-involved collisions, with seven.  No other intersection has experienced more than four.  
Intersections experiencing four collisions are those of Pope Avenue with Cordillo Parkway and Wm. 
Hilton Pkwy. with Dillon Road and Arrow Road.  The intersection of Wm. Hilton Pkwy. with 
Palmetto Parkway is the only other intersection that has experienced three within this time period.  
June typically experiences the most bicycle-involved collisions, with April a close second.  Bicycle-
involved collisions in December and January are uncommon.  As may be expected, bicycle-collision 
experience peaks around the midday and afternoon peak hours.  A map depicting the locations of all 
bicycle-involved collisions reported to the Town in 2015 is attached to this memorandum.       
  
Background:   The Bicycle Advisory Committee, an ad-hoc committee of community leaders and 
Town staff, is monitoring bicycle-involved collision experience on an ongoing basis and examining 
individual incidents to develop, recommend, and implement safety improvements on a targeted 
basis.  This effort is being undertaken as part of ongoing efforts to support the Town’s designation 
as a Gold-level Bicycle Friendly Community.    
 
 
Attachments: 
Charts 
List of Bicycle-Collisions Recorded in 2015 
Map Showing Bicycle-Collision Locations Reported in 2015 
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VEHICLE/BICYCLE COLLISIONS REPORTED ON HILTON HEAD ISLAND – 
2015 TO DATE 

    
 
Date                      Time                  Location                                             # injured              # fatalities 
 
192. 10/16/15 1451 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Folly Field Rd. 0  0  
191. 10/9/15 1733 Queens Folly Rd. @ s. Q.’s Grant D/W 0  0 
189. 10/24/15  1015 Palmetto Bay Rd. @ 2ndary Publix D/W 1  0 
190. 10/2/15 1430 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Beach City Rd. 1  0  
188. 9/19/15  1633 Spanish Wells Rd. @ Jonesville Rd. 0  0  
187. 9/8/15 1845 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Union Cemetery 1  0  
186. 8/9/15 2028 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Arrow Road 0  0 
185. 7/22/15  0844 S. Forest Beach Dr. @ Deallyon Ave. 0  0 
183. 6/22/15 1354 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ S. Cove Plz. D/W 1  0 
184. 6/18/15 1908 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Arrow Road 1  0 
182. 6/4/15 1352 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Singleton Bch. Rd. 0  0 
181. 6/4/15 1031 Pope Avenue @ N. Orleans Rd.  0  0 
180. 5/25/15 1056 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Burkes Beach Rd. 0  0 
179. 5/5/15 1005 Spanish Wells Rd. @ Oakview (west) Rd. 1  0 
178. 4/22/15 1622 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Palmetto Pkwy.  1  0 
177. 4/20/15 0047 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. w. of Dillon Road 1  0 
176. 4/17/15 0849 Queens Folly Rd. @ Trent Jones Lane 1  0 
175. 4/11/15 1055 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Palmetto Pkwy. 1  0 
174. 3/28/15 1110 Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Dillon Road 0  0 
 



    
 
Locations w/ most vehicle/bicycle collisions since July 1st, 2012: 
 
Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Folly Field Road . . . . . . . . .  7 
 
Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Dillon Road . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
 
Pope Avenue @ Cordillo Parkway . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
 
Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Arrow Road . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 
 
Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Palmetto Parkway . . . . . .  3 
 
Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Northridge Drive . . . . . . . . 2 
 
Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ New Orleans Rd. . . . . . . . . 2 
 
Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Pembroke Dr./Museum St. 2 
 
Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Burkes Beach Road. . . . . .  2 
 
Wm. Hilton Pkwy. @ Shelter Cove Plaza D/W .  2 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO: Public Safety Committee  
   
FROM: Brian Hulbert, Esq., Staff Attorney 
 
RE: Request by Beaufort County for the Town to Adopt the New Beaufort County 

Animal Control Ordinance and enter an Agreement to Allow Beaufort County 
to Enforce the Ordinance Within Town Limits.  

  
DATE: November 18, 2015 
 
CC:  Stephen G. Riley, ICMA-CM, Town Manager  

Gregory D. DeLoach, Esq., Assistant Town Manager for Administration 
 
 
Recommendation:  Staff has no recommendation regarding this request.   
 
Summary:  This request is made by Beaufort County for the Town Council to adopt the new 
County Animal Control Ordinance, by reference, and enter into an intergovernmental agreement 
which would allow the County to enforce the ordinance within Town limits.  Currently, the 
County ordinance is only enforceable in the unincorporated areas of the County.  In order for a 
County Ordinance to be enforceable within a municipality, the municipality would have to either 
adopt the ordinance, or enter into an agreement with the County for the ordinance to be in effect 
within the Town. The County would like for all Beaufort County municipalities to repeal their 
current animal control ordinance, adopt the County ordinance, and enter into an 
intergovernmental agreement in order for there to be a uniform animal control ordinance 
throughout the County.  Beaufort County will present its proposal to the Public Safety 
Committee and to Town Council in the event the ordinance is considered. 
 
Background:   
 
The Town has a current animal control ordinance in Chapter 1 of Title 17.  Additionally, the 
Town addresses dogs and other animals on the beach under Chapter 1 of Title 8.  The County 
ordinance would be a more comprehensive ordinance than the Town currently has in place.  
For instance the County ordinance requires dogs have an annual license unless they have a 
chip implanted or permanent tattoo placed on the dog.  The County classifies pitbull dogs as a 
restricted species and applies special rules to ownership of these dogs, such as requiring 
spaying or neutering for all pitbulls unless they meet a listed exception.   
 
The County did include a section in their recent ordinance amendments to parallel the 
Town’s current rules regarding dogs on the beach.  The County ordinance now allows dogs to 
be on the beach without a leash if under positive voice control for the same dates and times as 
in the Town’s ordinance.  In other word, there are no changes to how the Town currently 
regulates animals on the beach. 



STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  ) INTERGOVERNMENTAL SERVICES 
      ) AGREEMENT – BEAUFORT COUNTY 
COUNTY OF BEAUFORT ) ANIMAL SERVICES AND  
 ) MUNICIPALITY 
 
 
 This Intergovernmental Agreement in entered into by and between Beaufort County 
(hereinafter “County”) and the Town of Hilton Head Island (hereinafter “Town”) this ____ day of 
______________, 2016, for the purposes of providing Animal Control Services within the 
municipal boundaries of the Town of Hilton Head Island. 
 

WHEREAS, a County ordinance may be enforceable within the corporate limits of a 
municipality pursuant to Article VIII, Sec.13 of the South Carolina Constitution which states: [a]ny 
county, incorporated municipality or other political subdivision may agree with the State or with 
any political subdivision for the joining administration of any function and exercise of powers and 
the sharing of costs thereof; and  

 
WHEREAS, S.C. Code Ann. §4-9-40 permits a county to “perform any of its functions, 

furnish any of its services within the corporate limits of any municipality, situated within the 
county, by contract with any individual, corporation or municipal governing body, subject always 
to the general law and the Constitution of this State regarding such matters; 

 
WHEREAS, on October 12, 2015 Beaufort County adopted the Beaufort County Animal 

Control Ordinance; and   
 
WHEREAS, on ______________, _____ the Town adopted the Beaufort County Animal 

Control Ordinance by reference; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Town and County desire to enter into this Agreement to memorialize an 

arrangement whereby the County will provide animal control services including the enforcement 
and prosecution of animal control ordinance violations within both the unincorporated areas of 
Beaufort County and the Town; and  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, for good and valuable consideration, the sufficiency of which is 

hereby acknowledged, the Town and County do hereby agree as follows: 
 
1. Obligations: 

 
a. Town’s Obligations: The Town shall adopt the Beaufort County Animal Control 

Ordinance by reference.  
 

b. County’s Obligations:  The County shall be obligated to, upon the effective date of 
this Agreement provide Animal Control Services within the municipality. The County 
shall present code violations before and Beaufort County magistrate judge with one 
date per month north of the Board and one date south of the Broad.  

 



 
2. Notices: All notices, certificates or other communications required hereunder shall be 

sufficiently given and shall be deemed received when delivered in person, or mailed by 
certified mail, return receipt requested postage prepaid, and addressed as follows, or to 
such other addresses as may be designated in writing, by the Parties: 

 
  To the County: Beaufort County, South Carolina 
     Attn: County Administrator 
     P.O. Drawer 1228 
     Beaufort, SC 29902 
 
  To the Town:  Hilton Head Island, South Carolina 
     Attn: Town Manager 
     One Town Center Court 
     Hilton Head Island, SC 29928 
 
 
3. General Provisions:  
 

a. In the event that any agreement contained herein should be breached by either party and 
thereafter waived by either party, such waiver shall be limited to the particular breach so 
waived and shall not be deemed to waive any other breach hereunder. 

 
b. Except as otherwise provided herein, this Agreement may not be amended, changed, 

modified or altered without the prior written consent of both Parties hereto. 
 

c. In the event that any provision of this Agreement shall be held invalid or unenforceable by 
any court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall not invalidate or render 
unenforceable any other provisions hereof. 
 

d. This Agreement may be simultaneously executed in several counterparts, each of which 
shall be an original and all of which shall constitute but one and the same instrument. 

 
e. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the 

State of South Carolina. 
 

f. The captions or headings herein are for convenience only and in no way define, limit or 
describe the scope or intent of any provision or sections of this Agreement. 
 

g. The Parties hereto intend only to provide for the provision of the services described in 
Paragraph 1 above as provided herein and affirmatively state that no master-servant, 
principal-agent, employer-employee relationship is created by this Agreement. No 
employee, volunteer, contractor, agent, or subagent, shall be considered an employee or 
agent of the other party for any purpose whatsoever, and none shall have any status, right 
or benefit of employment with the other. 
 



h. The Parties hereto affirmatively represent that this Agreement is made solely for the benefit 
of the County and the Town and is not for the benefit of any third party who is not a 
signature party hereto. No party other than the signature parties hereto shall have any 
enforceable rights hereunder, or have any right to the enforcement hereof, or any claim for 
damages as a result of any alleged breach hereof.  

 
 In Witness whereof, the Parties have set their hands and seals to this Intergovernmental 
Services Agreement for the Town and Beaufort County.  
 
 
 WITNESSES:    BEAUFORT COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
  

___________________  By:_________________________________ 
            Gary Kubic, County Administrator 
 ___________________   
 
 
 WITNESSES:    TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
 
  

___________________  By:_________________________________ 
            Stephen G. Riley, ICMA-CM Town Manager 
 
 ___________________       
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ORDINANCE 2015_______ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COUNTY OF BEAUFORT, SOUTH CAROLINA TO AMEND 
SECTION CHAPTER 14 OF THE BEAUFORT COUNTY CODE OF LAWS REVISING 

BEAUFORT COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL 

WHEREAS, Beaufort County Code Chapter 14, Article II Section 14.26 – 14.37 shall be 
deleted and Standards included within this ordinance shall be added text; and  

WHEREAS, the County Council of Beaufort County adopted the current Animal Control 
Ordinance in 2010; and  

WHEREAS, the County Council of Beaufort County deems it appropriate to modify the 
Animal Control Ordinance to better address the health and safety of Beaufort County Citizens. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by County Council of Beaufort County in a 
meeting duly assembled, the Beaufort County Code of Laws Section 14.26 et. seq., is hereby 
amended to read as follows:  

ARTICLE II. ANIMAL CONTROL 

Sec. 14.26 Authority for and Enactment of Chapter. 

Sec. 14.27 Definitions. 

Sec. 14.28 County Pet License; Rabies Vaccination Tags. 

Sec. 14.29 Lifetime/Annual Pet License Issuance and Fees and Exemptions.  

Sec 14.30   Declaration of Restricted Dog, Appeal of Breed Determination 

Sec. 14.31 Pet Breeder License, Inspections and Fees. 

Sec. 14.32 Dangerous Animals.  

Sec. 14.33 Running at Large. 

Sec. 14.34 Nuisance Pets or Livestock. 

Sec. 14.35 Animal Cruelty. 

Sec. 14.36 Sale of Animals, Pets, or Livestock. 

Sec. 14.37 Seizure and Right of Entry to Protect Abandoned, Neglected, or Cruelly Treated 
Pets or Livestock. 

Sec. 14.38 Impoundment. 
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Sec. 14.39 Redemption. 

Sec. 14.40 Adoption. 

Sec. 14.41 Trapping. 

Sec. 14.42 Management of Feral Cat Colonies. 

Sec. 14.43 Livestock. 

Sec. 14.44 Importation of Exotic Animals Prohibited  

Sec. 14.45 Rabies Control Act (S.C. State Law 47-5-10). 

Sec. 14.46 Interference with Animal Services Officers. 

Sec. 14.47 Enforcement and Penalties. 

 

Sec. 14.26 Authority for and Enactment of chapter. 

This article is hereby authorized by Section 47-3-20 of the South Carolina Code of Laws 
1976, as amended. 

Sec. 14.27 Definitions. 

Whenever used in this chapter, unless a contrary intention is clearly evidenced, the 
following terms shall be interpreted as herein defined. 

Abandonment shall mean to desert, forsake, or intend to give up absolutely a pet or 
livestock without securing another owner or without providing for adequate food, water, 
shelter, and care. An animal is considered abandoned when it has been left unattended for 
24 hours.  

Animal shall mean a live vertebrate creature except a human being. 

 Animal Services Director means any person so appointed by the county administrator.  

Animal Services Officer shall mean any person employed by the county as an 
enforcement officer of the provisions of this chapter.   

Animal Services Facility means any facility so designated by the county council.  

BCAS shall mean Beaufort County Animal Services, any place or premises designated by 
Beaufort County Council for the purpose of impounding, care, adoption, or euthanasia of 
dogs and cats held under the authority of this chapter.  
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Breeder shall mean any person owning unaltered pets with the intent of selling pets’ 
offspring. 

Domestic shall mean any animal which shares the genetic makeup and/or physical 

appearance of its ancestors which were historically domesticated for human 

companionship and service. 

Dub to trim or remove. 

Feral shall mean any animal that was domesticated at one time, but now lives in the wild 

or a controlled colony, or that have been born in the wild and have not been 

domesticated. 

Livestock shall mean all classes and breed of animals, domesticated or feral, raised for 

use, sale or display.  

Non-domestic shall mean any animal which shares the genetic makeup and/or physical 

appearance of its ancestors which were not historically domesticated for human 

companionship and service.  

Nuisance shall mean a pet or livestock that disturbs the rights of, threatens the safety of, 

or damages a member of the general public, or interferes with the ordinary use and 

enjoyment of their property.  

Owner shall mean any person who: 

1.  Has a property right in an animal; 

2.  Keeps or harbors an animal or who has it in his or her care or acts as its 

custodian; or 

3.  Permits an animal to remain on or about any premises occupied by him or her 

for three or more days. 

Pet shall mean any animal which may be legally held as a pet by a private citizen without 

special permit or permission; i.e., dog (canis familiaris) and/or a domestic cat (felis catus 

domesticus).  
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Pitbull shall mean any dog that is an American Pit Bull Terrier, American Staffordshire 

Terrier, Stafford Bull Terrier, or any dog that exhibits physical characteristics which 

predominantly conform to the standards established by the American Kennel Club 

(AKC), United Kennel Club (UKC), or American Dog Breeders Association (ADBA) for 

any of the above breeds. 

Shelter shall mean a structure that reasonably may be expected to protect the animal from 

physical suffering or impairment of health due to exposure to the elements or adverse 

weather.  

Tethering shall mean a chain, rope, leash, cable, or other device that attaches the pet to a 

single stationary point. 

Strict Voice Control shall mean demonstrable control or governance of the behavior of 

any animal as if such animal were controlled by a leash. However, when an animal 

destroys or damages any property, attacks, threatens to attack, or interferes with any 

person in any manner, becomes a nuisance, or strays onto the private property of another, 

there shall be a presumption of law that the animal was not under strict voice control.  

Unaltered shall mean a pet which has not been spayed or neutered. 

Under restraint shall mean when any pet that is off the property of the owner is 

controlled by a leash; is within the property limits of its owner and is confined by fence, 

chain, or other appropriate measure or attended by its owner and responds to strict voice 

control; or confined by fence, chain, or other appropriate measure within the property of 

another with permission of the person in control of the property.   

Sec. 14.28 County Pet License; Rabies Vaccination Tags. 

It shall be unlawful for the owner of any pet to fail to provide any pet over four (4) 

months of age with a current county annual or lifetime license. The owner of any pet 

over four (4) months of age must also have a current rabies vaccination tag securely 

attached to a collar or harness and be visible as proof the pet has been vaccinated by a 

licensed veterinarian. No county license will be issued unless proof of inoculation is 
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shown. Any pet owner who moves into the county for the purpose of establishing 

residency shall have thirty (30) days in which to obtain the license. 

Sec. 14.29 Lifetime/Annual Pet License Issuance,Fees and Exemptions. 

A. Eligibility. The owner of a pet four (4) months of age or older that is 

spayed/neutered and permanently identified may apply to BCAS for a lifetime 

license; the lifetime pet license is only for Beaufort County, South Carolina. 

B. Permanent identification requirement. A person applying for a lifetime license 

shall choose either a tattoo or the implantation of a microchip as the means of 

permanent identification for the pet. Lifetime licenses are transferable to new 

owners, upon the new owner completing a new BCAS pet license, permanent 

identification form, and new registration with the micro-chipping company.  

C. Pets previously microchipped. If a person has previously had a microchip 

implanted for his/her pet and seeks to obtain a lifetime license for the pet, the 

applicant shall: 

1. Obtain and complete both a lifetime license application and a verification of 

permanent identification form as prescribed by BCAS.  

2. Have a licensed veterinarian scan the pet to assure the microchip has been 

properly implanted and to obtain the identifying number of the microchip.  

3. The pet owner and the licensed veterinarian shall complete, date, and sign the 

verification of a permanent identification form for the pet in which the 

microchip was scanned. The verification of permanent identification form 

must set forth the identifying number of the microchip scanned, identify the 

pet by breed and delineate the age, sex, color, and markings and whether it has 

been spayed or neutered. In addition, it must contain the name, address, and 

phone number of the pet’s owner and the name, business address, and phone 

number of the person scanning the microchip number. If a veterinarian is 

involved, the veterinarian shall set forth his/her veterinary practice license 

number on the verification of permanent identification form.  

D. County License Fees. The county license schedule of fees are as follows: 
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1. Pets previously sterilized and with permanent identification shall be a one-

time fee of five dollars ($5). 

2.  Pets previously sterilized and provided with permanent identification by 

BCAS shall be charged a one-time microchip fee and five dollars ($5) 

license fee.   

3. Fertile pets with a permanent identification shall be twenty dollars ($20) 

annually. Fertile pet licenses will expire on June 30th of each year and are 

non-transferable. 

4.  Fertile pets with no permanent identification shall be fifty dollars ($50) 

annually and will be issued a metal tag to be worn at all times Fertile pet 

licenses will expire on June 30th of each year and are non-transferable. 

E. Exemptions. Exempt owners shall be required to pay a one-time microchip fee nd 

will not be required to have the pet spayed/neutered. The following are exempt 

owners: 

1. Any owner of a pet who can furnish a statement from a licensed veterinarian 

that the pet, due to health reasons, could not withstand spay/neuter surgery. 

2. Any owner of one or more purebred pets who can furnish proof of 

participation in nationally recognized conformation or performance events 

within the past twelve months. 

3. Any owner of a dog that is currently being used for hunting purposes. Owner 

must provide a copy of a valid South Carolina hunting license by the proper 

state agency and proof that the dog is properly registered with the South 

Carolina Department of Natural Resources. 

4. Any owner of a dog which is trained to be an assistance dog for its owner 

shall be required to obtain a lifetime license but shall not be required to pay 

any license fee.  

Sec 14.30  Declaration of Restricted Dog, Appeal of Breed Determination 

A. For the purposes of this section, a restricted dog shall be defined as a pitbull.  
B. No person may own, keep, or harbor a restricted dog in violation of this section.  
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C. An owner or custodian of  restricted dogs must have the dog spayed or neutered unless 
the owner of the restricted dog provides BCAS written proof one of the following 
exemptions applies: 

1. The restricted dog is less than four (4) months of age; 
2. A licensed veterinarian has examined the animal and signed a written certificate 

stating that at such time spaying or neutering would endanger the animal’s health 
because its age, infirmity, disability or other medical consideration. The 
certificate shall state the period of exemption from this requirement and shall not 
be valid for more than twelve (12) months from the date of issuance.  

3. The determination of the dog’s breed is under appeal pursuant to section 
14.30(D)(2); 

4. The owner or custodian has owned or had custody of the dog less than thirty (30) 
days. 

D. Determination of Breed and Appeal of Determination: 
1. Determination. The director of BCAS or his designee, in his or her discretion, 

make a breed determination upon contact with, or impoundment of a dog.  The 
determination shall be made by the director or designee in accordance with 
BCAS’s breed determination checklist. Technical deficiency in the dog’s 
conformance to the standards defined in Section 14.27 for pitbulls shall not be 
construed to indicate the dog is not a pit bull dog under this section.  

2. Notice. Upon determination of the breed, the animal services officer shall deliver 
written notice of determination to the owner or any adult residing at the premises 
where the animal is located or by posting on the premises if no adult is present.  
The notice shall include the determination of breed, mandatory spay and neuter 
requirements, and notice of appeal process.  

3. The owner or custodian of an unaltered restricted dog shall comply with this 
ordinance within thirty (30) days after receipt of notice of breed determination. 
Upon compliance, the owner or custodian shall submit written documentation to 
BCAS confirming compliance. If ownership of the dog is transferred within the 
time for compliance the original owner or custodian must provide BCAS with the 
new owner’s name and address.  

E. Appeal.  Notice of a Declaration of Breed Determination constitutes a final determination 
that the dog is a restricted dog, unless the owner or custodian requests a hearing in 
writing to the Beaufort County Magistrate Court within ten (10) days of service of the 
notice 

Sec. 14.31 Pet Breeder License, Inspection and Fees.  It shall be unlawful for a pet breeder to 
fail to obtain a county pet breeder license. The requirements for such a license are as follows: 

A. Individuals engaged or intending to engage in breeding must obtain a non-

transferrable, pet breeder license from BCAS.  
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B. Applicants must have a valid county pet license for all pets that have reached the age 

of four (4) months before applying for the pet breeder license.  

C. BCAS shall conduct an inspection of the identified property for the pet breed license 

requested by the applicant to determine whether the applicant qualifies to hold a pet 

breeder license pursuant to this section.  

D. To qualify for a pet breeder license the applicant must demonstrate the following:  

1. The enclosure where the pets are being kept shall be constructed in such a 

manner that any pets housed there will be adequately and comfortably kept in 

any season of the year.  

2. All pet enclosures must be constructed in such a manner they can be easily 

cleaned and sanitized. Any kennels or yards that are connected or are used to 

confine the pets must be kept clean and free from accumulations of feces, 

filth, mud, and debris.  

3. Every pet on the premises must have access to sufficient good and wholesome 

food, and water at all times.  

4.  The premises must be set up in such a manner as to not allow pets to stray 

beyond its enclosed confines. The setup must also prevent the public and stray 

animals from obtaining entrance into or gaining contact with any pets on the 

premises.  

 

E. A license will not be issued to an applicant that has pled no contest, or has been found 

to have violated any federal, state, or local laws or regulations pertaining to animal 

cruelty within five (5) years of the date of application.  

F. The pet breeder license fee shall be one-hundred ($100) dollars annually. The license 

shall expire on June 30th of each year.  

G. Any violations found under the provisions of this chapter shall be grounds for the 

suspension of the pet breeder license if deemed necessary by the Beaufort County 

Animal Services.  

Sec. 14.32 Dangerous Animals.  
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A. For the purposes of this section, a dangerous or vicious animal shall be defined to be 

any one of the following: 

1. An animal which the owner knows or reasonably should know has a 

propensity, tendency, or disposition to attack unprovoked, cause injury, or 

to otherwise endanger the safety of human beings or domestic animals; 

2. An animal which makes an unprovoked attack that causes bodily injury to 

a human being and the attack occurs in a place other that the place where 

the animal is confined.   

3. An animal which commits unprovoked acts in a place other than the place 

where the animal is confined and those acts cause a person to reasonably 

believe that the animal will attack and cause bodily injury to a human 

being; 

4. An animal which is owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose 

of fighting or which is trained for fighting.  

5. An animal which is used as a weapon in the commission of a crime.  

B. Declaration of a Dangerous Animal, Confinement Requirements, and Final 

Determination of Danger Animal Declaration: 

1. Declaration.  An animal services officer or law enforcement officer, in his or 

her discretion, may declare an animal dangerous. Upon determination, the 

officer shall deliver written notice to the owner or any adult residing at the 

premises where the animal is located or by posting on the premises if no adult 

is present.  The notice shall include a description of the animal, a hearing date, 

confinement requirements and registration requirements.   

2. Confinement Requirements and Registration. Every dangerous animal, as 

determined under this section, shall be confined by the owner within 72 hours 

of the notice of dangerous dog determination and until the final determination 

of the dangerous dog declaration:  

a. All dangerous animals shall be securely confined within an occupied 

house or residence or in a securely enclosed and locked pen or kennel, 
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except when leashed as provided in this section. Such pen, kennel or 

structure must have secure sides and a secure top attached to the sides.  

b. The pen or kennel must be clearly marked as containing a dangerous 

animal.  

c. No person shall permit a dangerous animal to go outside its kennel or pen 

unless such animal is securely leashed and muzzled with a leash no longer 

than six feet in length. 

d. The owner of a dangerous animal must provide BCAS with proof of 

liability insurance or surety bond of at least $50,000. 

e. The owner must obtain a Dangerous animal registration/license from 

BCAS and pay a $5 registration fee. 

3. Final Determination of Dangerous Animal Declaration. Notice of a 

Declaration of a Dangerous Animal constitutes an initial determination that 

the animal is dangerous or potentially dangerous. A final determination shall 

be made by the Beaufort County Magistrate Court within thirty (30) days or as 

soon as practicable. 

C. Exemptions. A dog working in a law enforcement capacity with a governmental 

agency and in the performance of the dog’s official duties.  

Sec. 14.33 Running at Large.  

A. It shall be unlawful for any owner or custodian of any pet to permit the same to run at 

large except on property owned or rented by the owner or custodian.  All pets must be 

kept under restraint or confinement and under the physical control of the owner or 

custodian by means of a leash or other similar restraining device. 

B. Exemption.  Except as provided herein, no person shall bring or allow any dog, or any 
other animal on the beach that is not at all times on a leash between the hours of 
10:00 a.m and 5:00 p.m. from April 1st through the Thursday before Memorial Day 
weekend and from the Tuesday after Labor Day weekend through September 30th. 
No person shall bring or allow any dog, or any other animal, on the beach between 
the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. from the Friday before Memorial Day weekend 
through the Monday of Labor Day weekend. No person shall bring or allow any dog 
or any other animal on the beach that is not on a leash or under positive voice control 
of the responsible person between 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. from April 1st through 



11 
 

September 30th. No person shall bring or allow any dog or any other animal on the 
beach that is not on a leash or under positive voice control at any hour from October 
1st through March 31st.  
 
No person shall permit any excrement from any animal under that person's control to 
remain on the beach but shall dispose of same in a sanitary manner.  

From April 1st through the Thursday before Memorial Day weekend and from the 
Tuesday after Labor Day weekend through September 30th of each year, dogs or any 
other animal, other than seeing-eye dogs, shall not be allowed in any designated 
swimming area unless on a leash and walking through the area between 10:00 a.m. 
and 5:00 p.m.  

C. Exempt dogs. Dogs that are participating in hunting events, obedience trials, 

conformation shows, tracking tests, herding trials, lure courses and other events 

similar in nature shall not be considered “at large.”  

Sec. 14.34 Nuisance Pets or Livestock. 

A. The actions of a pet or livestock constitute a nuisance when a pet or livestock disturbs 

the rights of, threatens the safety of or injures a member of the general public, or 

interferes with the ordinary use and enjoyment of their property.  

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, possess, or maintain a pet or 

livestock in such a manner so as to constitute a public nuisance. By way of example, 

and not of limitation, the following acts or actions by an owner or possessor of any 

pet or livestock are hereby declared to be a public nuisance and are, therefore, 

unlawful: 

1. Failure to exercise sufficient restraint necessary to control a pet or livestock as 

required by Section 14.33. 

2. Allowing or permitting a pet or livestock to damage the property of anyone 

other than its owner, including, but not limited to, turning over garbage 

containers or damaging gardens, flowers, or vegetables.  

3. Failure to maintain a dangerous animal in a manner other than that which is 

described in Section 14.32. 

4. Maintaining pets or livestock in an environment of unsanitary conditions 

which results in offensive odors or is dangerous to the pet or livestock or to 

the public health, welfare, or safety.  
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5. Maintaining his or her property in a manner that is offensive, annoying, or 

dangerous to the public health, safety, or welfare of the community because of 

the number, type, variety, density, or location of the pets or livestock on the 

property.  

6. Allowing or permitting a pet or livestock to bark, whine, or howl in an 

excessive, unwarranted, and continuous or untimely fashion, or make other 

noise in such a manner so as to result in a serious annoyance or interference 

with the reasonable use and enjoyment of neighboring premises.  

7. Maintaining a pet or livestock that is diseased and dangerous to the public 

health.  

8. Maintaining a pet or livestock that habitually or repeatedly chases, snaps at, 

attacks, or barks at pedestrians, bicycles, or vehicles.  

9. Every female pet or livestock in heat shall be confined in a building or secure 

enclosure in such a manner as will not create a nuisance by attracting other 

pets or livestock.  

C. A pet or livestock that has been determined to be a habitual nuisance by BCAS may 

be impounded and may not be returned to the owner until said owner can produce 

evidence to demonstrate that the situation creating the nuisance has been abated.  

Sec. 14.35 Animal Cruelty. 

A. Animal Care Generally. It shall be unlawful for an owner to fail to provide his 

animals with sufficient good and wholesome food, water at all times, proper shelter 

and protection from weather, and humane care and treatment.  

B. Mistreatment. It shall be unlawful for a person to beat, cruelly treat, torment, 

overload, overwork, or otherwise abuse an animal or cause, instigate, or permit any 

dogfight or other combat between animals or between animals and humans.  

C. Physical Alteration. It shall be unlawful for a person to dye or color artificially any 

animal or fowl, including but not limited to rabbits, baby chickens, and ducklings, or 

to bring any dyed or colored animal or fowl into the County. No person shall crop or 

dub a pet or livestock’s ears or tail or wattle or comb, except a licensed veterinarian.  

D. Abandonment. It shall be unlawful for any owner to abandon an animal. 
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E. Unlawful Tethering. No person owning or keeping a dog shall chain or tether a dog to 

a stationary object including, but not limited to, a structure, dog house, pole, stake, or 

tree for longer than 24 consecutive hours. A tethering device employed shall not 

allow the dog to leave the owner's, guardian's or keeper's property. The tether shall be 

designed for dogs and devices not designed for tethering dogs shall not be used. No 

chain or tether shall weigh more than 1/8 of the dog's body weight. Nothing in this 

section shall be construed to prohibit a person from walking a dog on a hand-held 

leash. No dog under the age of 6 months shall be tethered outside for any length of 

time, unless under direct supervision of an adult over the age of eighteen (18) years 

old. 

1. A person owning or keeping a dog may confine such dog outside, subject to the 

restrictions in this section, through the use of any of the following methods: 

a. inside a pen or secure enclosure; or 

b. a fully fenced, electronically fenced or otherwise securely enclosed yard, 

wherein a dog has the ability to run but is unable to leave the enclosed yard; or 

c. the length of the tether from the cable run to the dog's collar or harness shall 

allow continuous access to clean water and appropriate shelter at all  

2. Exceptions to the above restrictions on outdoor confinement shall be made for dogs 

actively engaged in conduct directly related to the business of shepherding or herding 

cattle or other livestock or engaged in conduct that is directly related to the business 

of cultivating agricultural products, if the restraint is reasonably necessary for the for 

the safety of the dog.   

Sec. 14.36 Sale of Animals, Pets or Livestock. 

A. No person shall sell, trade, barter, auction, lease, rent, give away, or display for 

commercial purpose, any live animal, pet or livestock on any roadside, public right-

of-way, public property, commercial parking lot or sidewalk, or at any flea market, 

fair, or carnival.  
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B. No person shall offer an animal, pet or livestock as an inducement to purchase a 

product, commodity, or service.  

C. No person shall sell, offer for sale, or give away any animal or pet under five (5) 

weeks of age, except as surrender to the county animal services facility or to a 

licensed pet rescue organization.  

D. Licensed pet shops, commercial kennels, county animal services facilities, and 

licensed pet rescue organizations are exempt from the requirements of this section. 

E. Any sale of wildlife will be reported to South Carolina Department of Natural 

Resources, United States Department of Agriculture, and United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service.  

Sec. 14.37 Seizure and Right of Entry to Protect Abandoned, Neglected, or Cruelly Treated 

Pets or Livestock.  

A. Seizure and Right of Entry. If the owner does not give permission to the Animal 

Services Officers for right of entry on private property to examine suspected 

abandoned, neglected or cruelly treated pets or livestock, the Animal Services 

Officers shall petition the appropriate magistrate for an animal pickup order or a 

search warrant for the seizure of the pet or livestock to determine whether the owner, 

if known, is able to adequately provide for the pet or livestock and is a fit person to 

own the pet or livestock.  

B. Citation. The Animal Services Officers shall cause to be served upon the owner, if 

known, and residing within the jurisdiction wherein the pet or livestock is found, a 

written citation at least five (5) days prior to the hearing containing the time and date 

and place of the hearing. If the owner is not known or cannot be found within the 

jurisdiction wherein the pet or livestock was found, the Animal Services Officers 

shall post a copy of the notice at the property where the animal was seized.  

C. Custody. The pet or livestock shall remain in the custody and care of BCAS until 

such matter is heard before a magistrate. The magistrate shall make the final 

determination as to whether the pet or livestock is returned to the owner or whether 

ownership is transferred to the BCAS whereby the pet or livestock may be put up for 

adoption or humanely euthanized. If the magistrate orders the return of the pet or 
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livestock to its owner, BCAS shall release the pet or livestock upon receipt from the 

owner of all redemption fees as described in Section 14.39, below.  

D. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit the euthanasia of a critically 

injured or ill animal for humane purposes.  

Sec. 14.38 Impoundment  

A. Any pet or livestock found within the county in violation of the provisions of this 

chapter may be caught and impounded by BCAS. BCAS may, thereafter, make 

available for adoption or humanely euthanize impounded pets or livestock not 

positively identified or redeemed within five (5) working days.  

B. When a person arrested is, at the time of arrest, in charge of an animal, BCAS may 

take charge of the animal and deposit the animal in a safe place of custody or 

impound the pet or livestock at its animal care facility.  

C. The owner of a pet or livestock that may be positively identified shall be notified at 

the owner’s last known address by registered mail if attempts by telephone are not 

successful. The owner has fourteen (14) days from the date of mailing to contact 

BCAS for pick-up. Redemption costs will include the cost of mailing, any established 

costs, fines, fees, or other charges. If the owner does not make contact within fourteen 

(14) days of the date of mailing, the pet or livestock will be deemed abandoned and 

becomes the property of BCAS. For pets or livestock impounded at BCAS, the 

Director of Animal Services, or his/her designee in agreement with a licensed 

veterinarian, shall either place the pet or livestock for adoption or have the pet or 

livestock humanely euthanized, pursuant to S.C. Code 47-3-540 (Supp. 1999).  

D. Notwithstanding the above, pets or livestock impounded at BCAS, which are deemed 

by the Director of Animal Services, or his/her designee or a licensed veterinarian to 

constitute a danger to other pets, livestock or persons at the facility, or which are 

infectious to other pets or livestock, in pain or near death may be humanely 

euthanized immediately.  

E. Any pet or livestock surrendered to BCAS may be adopted or euthanized at any time 

provided there is a completed and signed surrender form on file for the pet or 

livestock concerned.  
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Sec. 14.39 Redemption. 

A. The owner or keeper of any pet or livestock that has been impounded under the 

provisions of this chapter, and which has not been found to be dangerous or vicious, shall 

have the right to redeem such pet or livestock at any time when proper ownership has 

been confirmed by BCAS personnel; upon payment of a fee as follows: 

1. For a pet or livestock that has been properly inoculated, licensed, 

microchipped, and neutered or spayed, at the BCAS Director of Animal 

Services or his/her designee, may issue a warning for the first offense at their 

discretion and investigation of circumstances. First offense fee is fifty ($50) 

dollars, second offense is one hundred and fifty ($150.00) dollars, third 

offense and any subsequent offense is two hundred and fifty ($250.00) dollars. 

2. For a pets or livestock not properly inoculated, licensed, microchipped and 

spayed or neutered the fee shall be fifty ($50) dollars plus the appropriate 

microchip license fee, the charge for rabies inoculation, and the cost of 

spaying or neutering the pet or livestock as appropriate. 

3. Fertile pets or livestock (as appropriate) shall not be redeemed or adopted 

unless one of the criteria under the exemptions provisions in subsections 14.29 

(E) (1-4) has been met.  

4. Pets or livestock will not be released without proof of inoculation and without 

an implanted microchip. The requirements of spaying or neutering shall not be 

waived under the exceptions in subsections 14.29 (E) (1-4) when the pet or 

livestock (as appropriate) has been impounded a second time for any 

violations of Sections 14.32; 14.33; 14:34; or 14.35.  

B. In addition to the redemption fee, a boarding fee after twenty four (24) hours of twenty 

five ($25) dollars per day per pet or livestock shall be paid by the owner or keeper when a 

pet or livestock is redeemed.  

C. The fees set out in this section shall be doubled for any pet or livestock impounded twice 

or more within the same 12 month period.  

Sec. 14.40 Adoption. 
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A. Any pet or livestock impounded under the provisions of this chapter may, at the end 

of the legal detention period, be adopted provided the new owner will agree to 

comply with the provisions contained herein.  

B. Any pet or livestock surrendered to BCAS may be adopted at any time provided there 

is a completed and signed surrender form on file for the pet or livestock concerned.  

C. Those individuals adopting puppies or kittens too young to be neutered or spayed or 

receive rabies inoculations will pay the cost of these procedures at the time of 

adoption and be given an appointment for a later time to have these procedures 

completed. In the event the pet is deceased prior to the appointment date, the 

applicable portion of the adoption fee will be returned. 

D. The county animal services director or designee shall have the authority to refuse 

adoption of any animal to any person deemed unable to provide proper shelter, 

confinement, medical care and food or to any person who has a past history of 

inhumane treatment of or neglect to pets or livestock. Any person seeking adoption of 

a pet or livestock more frequently than ninety (90) days from the last adoption shall 

be subject to refusal of adoption. Any person who has been refused adoption of a pet 

or livestock may appeal his case to the Assistant County Administrator for Public 

Safety. If any person surrenders an owned pet or livestock to the animal services 

department, they will not be able to adopt a pet or livestock for ninety (90) days from 

the date of the original surrender.  

Sec. 14.41 Trapping. 

A. It shall be unlawful for any person or business to conduct trapping of any pets, 

livestock or domestic animals within Beaufort County without prior approval from 

the Animal Services Department. Any pets, livestock or domestic animals trapped 

with prior approval from the Animal Services Department will be reported or 

delivered to the Animal Services Department for purposes of identification of the 

pet’s owner and record keeping of the trapping. It shall be unlawful for any person to 

remove, destroy, or liberate any trap and/or trapped animal set by the Beaufort 

County Animal Services Department or enter any Animal Services vehicle with the 

intent to rescue or deliver it from the custody of the Animal Services Department. If 
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a trapped animal is in need of immediate attention, the Animal Services Department 

or 911 will be notified immediately of the animal in distress. 

B. Exemption. Trapping is permitted for hogs.  

Sec. 14.42 Management of Feral Cat Colonies. 

A. Definitions. 

Caregiver means any person who provides food, water or shelter to or otherwise cares for 

a feral cat colony and has made application to the animal services department for 

management of a feral cat colony. 

Caregiver manager means any person in charge of a caregiver program. 

Ear tipping means straight-line cutting of the tip of the left ear of a cat while the cat is 

anesthetized. 

Feral cat means a cat which currently exists in a wild or untamed state. 

Feral cat colony means a group of cats that congregate. Although not every cat in a 

colony may be feral, non-feral cats routinely congregate with a colony shall be deemed to 

be a part of it. 

Nuisance means disturbing the peace by (a) habitually or continually howling, crying or 

screaming, or (b) the habitual and significant destruction of property against the wishes of 

the owner of the property. 

Suitable shelter means shelter that provides protection from rain, sun and other elements 

and is adequate to protect the health of the cat. 

TNR means trap, neuter/spay and release. 

TNA program means a program pursuant to which cats are trapped, neutered or spayed, 

vaccinated against rabies, ear tipped or tattooed and released to a designated location of  a 

managed colony. 

B. Feral cat colony management: 

Feral cat colonies shall be permitted (no fee) by the Beaufort County Animal Services 

Department and caregivers shall be responsible for applying for the permit for each 

colony and be entitled to maintain them in accordance with the terms and conditions of 

the BCAS policy on feral cat colony management, once the permit is approved by 

Animal Services Department. 
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Sec. 14.43 Livestock. 

A. All livestock shall be properly housed with adequate food, water and confined within 

a fenced enclosure. The fenced enclosure shall be maintained in such a manner as to 

keep any average livestock animal from escaping the enclosed compound and causing 

damage, accidents or injury to any person or property. No person shall tie, stake or 

fasten any livestock within any street, highway, road, alley, sidewalk, right-of-way, or 

other public place within the county or in such manner that the animal has access to 

any portion of any street, highway, road, alley, sidewalk, right-of-way, or other public 

place. 

B. Owners or possessors of livestock impounded for violation of this article or any state 

and/or federal laws, will be charged in accordance with actual costs of impoundment 

plus impounding and boarding fees. 

C. Impounded livestock shall be held for a period of 21 days. If such impounded animals 

are not claimed by the owners during that period of time, the animals may be given to 

persons willing to accept them, in the discretion of the Beaufort County Animal 

Services Department. 

D. Exception: No other swine or livestock shall be kept within the corporate limits of 
Port Royal & Bluffton except as is permissible under the municipal zoning 
regulations. No approval shall be granted or continued if such keeping shall constitute 
a menace to health or welfare of the public. To the extent that other section within 
this Chapter reference livestock this section shall be controlling.  
 

Sec. 14.44 Importation of Exotic Animals Prohibited 

A. Definition. An “exotic animal” shall be defined as one which would ordinarily be 
confined to a zoo, or one which would ordinarily be found in the wilderness of this 
or any other country or one which is a species of animal not indigenous to the United 
States or to North Definition. An  “exotic animal” shall be defined as one which 
would ordinarily be confined to a zoo, or one which would ordinarily be found in the 
wilderness of this or any other country or one which is a species of animal not 
indigenous to the United States or to North America, or to one which otherwise 
causes a reasonable person to be fearful of significant destruction of property or of 
bodily harm and the latter includes, but would not be limited to, such animals as 
monkeys, raccoons, squirrels, ocelots, bobcats, lions, tigers, bears, wolves, hybrid 
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wolves, and other such animals or one which causes zoonotic diseases. Such animals 
are further defined as being those mammals or those nonvenomous reptiles weighing 
over 50 pounds at maturity which are known at law as Ferae naturae. Wild or exotic 
animals specifically do not include animals of a species customarily used in South 
Carolina as ordinary household pets, animals of a species customarily used in South 
Carolina as domestic farm animals, fish contained in an aquarium, birds or insects.  

 
B. Unlawful Act. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to import into 

Beaufort County, any venomous reptile or any other exotic animal.  
 
C. Exceptions. This ordinance shall not apply to following entities:  

 
a. An entity licensed as a Class R Research Facility by the United States of 

America or any agency thereof pursuant to the Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. 

2131 et seq.) 

b. An entity properly accredited by the Association of Zoos & Aquariums or the 

Zoological Association of America 

 
c. An entity licensed as a Class C Facility by the United States of America or 

any agency thereof pursuant to the Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. 2131 et 

seq.) for exhibition not to exceed 7 days within a 52 week period  

 
d. A team mascot for a university or educational facility.  

Sec. 14.45 Rabies Control Act (S.C. State Law 47-5-10) 

This law is strictly enforced by South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental 

Control (DHEC) in cooperation with Beaufort County Animal Services Department and 

any state, county or municipal law enforcement agencies. 

Sec. 14.46 Interference with Animal Services Officers.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with, hinder, or molest an Animal Services 

Officers in the performance of his or her duties or seek to release any pet or livestock in 

his/her custody without his/her consent.  

Sec. 14.47 Enforcement and Penalties. 
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A. The Animal Services Officers of the Beaufort County Animal Services Department 

shall be charged with the responsibility of enforcing all ordinances enacted by the 

county and contracts entered into with the county for the care, control and custody of 

pets or livestock covered by this article. All violations of this article shall be heard by 

the Beaufort County Magistrate Court.  

B. The provisions of this article shall not apply to any dog or cat owned within the 

confines of any incorporated municipality within the county, unless and until the 

governing body of a municipality requests in writing that county council include the 

area of such municipality within the coverage of this article, and county council has 

acted favorably on such request and has so notified such municipality of its approval 

of such request. 

C. Any person who violates the provisions of this Chapter shall be deemed guilty of a 

misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding five 

hundred dollars ($500) or imprisonment not exceeding thirty (30) days, or both.  
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Town of Hilton Head Island Animal Ordinances 

Title 17,  Chapter 1 - ANIMALS  

Sec. 17-1-111. - Animals; nuisance.  

It shall be unlawful to keep animals or fowl in any area where they create an odor, unsanitary condition, 
or otherwise create a nuisance.  

(Ord. No. 85-10, § 1, 5-20-85) 

Sec. 17-1-112. - Cruelty to animals.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to inflict unnecessary pain or suffering upon any animal, or to ride, 
drive or work it when sick or unfit for work, or to override, overwork, overload, ride when overworked, torture, 
torment, or to beat or whip cruelly any animal.  

(Ord. No. 85-10, § 1, 5-20-85) 

Sec. 17-1-113. - Rabies inoculation required.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to own, harbor, maintain or have in possession within the town any 
dog or cat unless that dog or cat has been inoculated against rabies within the preceding twelve (12) months 
by a licensed veterinarian or other person authorized to administer the vaccine. Such person shall produce 
proof of such inoculation when requested by any appropriate authority. Provided, however, this section 
shall not apply to dogs or cats less than four (4) months old.  

(Ord. No. 85-10, § 1, 5-20-85) 

Sec. 17-1-114. - Running at large prohibited; leash required; animals on streets and public places.  

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person owning any dog or any other animal or having the control of any dog 
or any other animal to permit such animal to be on the street or any other public place in the town, 
except beaches, when such animal is not at all times on a leash.  

(b) From Friday of Memorial Day weekend through the Monday of Labor Day weekend of each year, dogs 
or any other animal shall not be allowed on the beach between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. nor in any 
designated swimming area at any hour.  

(c) Dog owners or handlers may allow their dogs to be without a leash within the fenced areas of a 
designated public dog park; provided, however, that:  

(1) Dogs must remain leashed when entering or leaving the park area and when within the fenced 
lobby area. The lobby entrance gate and inner gate to the dog park must be closed immediately 
after entering the lobby or dog park area;  

(2) No dog owner or handler shall allow any dog that is not under positive voice control or supervision 
to be unleashed within the fenced area of any public dog park;  

(3) No dog owner or handler shall permit his dog, whether leashed or unleashed, to attack, bite, 
molest, leap or jump upon or otherwise harass, harm or annoy any other person or dog within the 
fenced area of any public dog park. Any dog exhibiting any such behavior shall be immediately 
removed from the dog park by its owner or handler;  
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(4) No dog owner or handler shall bring any dog that is known to such person to have previously 
attacked, bitten, molested or harmed any other person or animal into any public dog park;  

(5) No dog owner or handler shall bring any dog younger than four (4) months into any dog park;  

(6) No dog owner or handler shall bring any female dogs "in heat" into any dog park; 

(7) No dog owner or handler shall bring any dog that is not legally licensed, and which has not had 
all required vaccinations into any dog park;  

(8) No dog owners or handlers shall permit their dog to dig within any dog park. Dog owners and 
handlers shall fill any holes dug by their dog;  

(9) No dog owner or handler shall leave an unattended dog within any dog park. Unattended dogs 
shall be considered abandoned;  

(10) No more than two (2) dogs per dog owner or handler are permitted in any dog park at any one 
(1) time;  

(11) Dog owners and handlers shall clean up and remove any droppings left by their dog within any 
dog park and elsewhere;  

(12) Children under the age of twelve (12) are not permitted in any dog park, unless accompanied by 
a parent or guardian;  

(13) Professional dog trainers shall not utilize any dog park for the conduct of their business; and  

(14) No person shall allow any other animal except a dog to be within the fenced area of a designated 
public dog park.  

(d) No person shall permit any excrement from any animal under that person's control to remain on the 
beach, the street, dog park, any other public place or the private property of another, but shall dispose 
of same in a sanitary manner.  

(e) Any violation of these provisions shall result in the owner of the animal being charged with a 
misdemeanor and may result in the animal being seized by the appropriate animal control officer or 
law enforcement officer.  

(Ord. No. 85-10, § 1, 5-20-85; Ord. No. 88-17, § 1, 8-15-88; Ord. No. 02-32, § 1, 9-17-02)  

Cross reference— Animals on beaches, § 8-1-211.  

Sec. 17-1-115. - Barking dogs.  

It shall be unlawful for any person to allow any dog or cat to bark or meow to such an extent as to 
interfere materially with or affect the health, comfort, peace, or quiet of any other person.  

(Ord. No. 85-10, § 1, 5-20-85) 

Sec. 17-1-116. - Animals to be licensed.  

Dogs must be licensed yearly as required under county regulation.  

(Ord. No. 85-10, § 1, 5-20-85) 
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• TITLE 8 - BEACHES, WATERWAYS AND RECREATIONAL AREAS  

• Chapter 1 - BEACHES   

• ARTICLE 2. - PROHIBITED AND REGULATED ACTIVITIES  

• PART A. - GENERAL BEACH PROHIBITIONS  

Sec. 8-1-211. - Unlawful activities enumerated.  

(8) Animals. Except as provided herein, no person shall bring or allow any dog, or any other animal 
on the beach that is not at all times on a leash between the hours of 10:00 a.m and 5:00 p.m. 
from April 1st through the Thursday before Memorial Day weekend and from the Tuesday after 
Labor Day weekend through September 30th. No person shall bring or allow any dog, or any 
other animal, on the beach between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. from the Friday before 
Memorial Day weekend through the Monday of Labor Day weekend. No person shall bring or 
allow any dog or any other animal on the beach that is not on a leash or under positive voice 
control of the responsible person between 5:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m. from April 1st through 
September 30th. No person shall bring or allow any dog or any other animal on the beach that is 
not on a leash or under positive voice control at any hour from October 1st through March 31st. 
Any violation of the provisions hereof may result in the owner of the animal being charged with a 
misdemeanor and the animal being seized by the appropriate animal control officer or law 
enforcement officer.  

No person shall permit any excrement from any animal under that person's control to remain on 
the beach but shall dispose of same in a sanitary manner.  

From April 1st through the Thursday before Memorial Day weekend and from the Tuesday after 
Labor Day weekend through September 30th of each year, dogs or any other animal, other than 
seeing-eye dogs, shall not be allowed in any designated swimming area unless on a leash and 
walking through the area between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.  

(9) Horses on the beach. The riding or driving of horses on the beach except that an annual marsh 
tacky race, sponsored by the Native Island Business and Community Affairs Association or the 
Coastal Discovery Museum, is permitted to be conducted on the beach.  
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