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Report Summary
• Largest % of respondents moved from OH, GA, NY, PA, and NJ

• Over 80% primarily visited HHI for the first time for travel and tourism purposes

• The Island’s natural amenities are most important to the residential quality of life

• Meeting Facilities, Public Transportation, Access to Colleges are least important to Quality of Life

• Availability of Jobs and the Airport are in need of improvement to support a healthy economy

• Residents feel that Beach, Dining Options, Bike Paths, and Golfing are the most attractive to 

visitors

• Golfing, Dining, Beach, and Hotels provide the greatest economic impact

• Over 90% rate their quality of life as Good/Very Good





Respondents by Plantation: % Responses

















Where did you move from?

Rank State %
1 OH 8%
2 GA 7%
3 NY 7%
4 PA 7%
5 NJ 6%
6 VA 4%
7 IL 4%
8 CT 4%
9 MD 3%
10 SC 3%



How did you first learn of Hilton Head Island?

Options Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

Friends/family 75.5% 2326

Work colleague 11.7% 361

Information from area Chamber of 
Commerce and/or Visitor & Convention 
Bureau

1.1% 34

Online travel reviewers/bloggers 0.6% 19

Search engines (Google, Yahoo!,Bing, etc.) 0.9% 29

Spouse/partner 3.7% 114

Travel agent 0.9% 28

Travel industry experts (travel magazines, 
TV channels, shows,etc.) 5.5% 168

Other (please specify) 618

answered question 3079

skipped question 704



What was the primary reason for your very first visit to Hilton Head 
Island?

Answer Options Response Percent Response Count

Leisure vacation 63.1% 2177

Convention 4.7% 162

Other business 3.5% 122

Visit friends/family 13.7% 472

Just passing through 2.8% 98

To explore the real estate market 3.7% 126

To explore the retirement options 3.5% 121

Work relocation 5.0% 173

Other (please specify) 262

answered question 3451

skipped question 332

Over 80% indicated their primary visit to Hilton Head Island was 
related to travel and tourism



For the items below, please indicate the level of importance to YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE for 
each Hilton Head Island asset or amenity.

Answer Options Important/Very 
important

No 
opinion

Rating 
Average

Response 
Count

Island appearance 99.27% 32 4.8 3451

Housing quality 98.52% 7 4.63 3446

Access to outdoor recreation 98.47% 37 4.73 3491

Beach 98.33% 44 4.79 3447

Personal and property safety 97.87% 52 4.79 3480

Pristine natural environment 96.33% 16 4.6 3445

Natural resources 95.92% 38 4.64 3422

Other recreation activities 94.42% 30 4.38 3433

Proximity to comprehensive health care 
facilities 94.26% 41 4.53 3476

Bike/leisure paths 94.25% 41 4.55 3435

Culture and entertainment 93.52% 18 4.42 3488

Dining options 93.40% 37 4.39 3477

Cost of living 92.00% 24 4.31 3437

Sense of community 89.47% 46 4.27 3473

Ease of traffic 87.81% 26 4.18 3462

Shopping options 86.43% 33 4.07 3467

Gated community living 84.30% 19 4.2 3453



For the items below, please indicate the level of importance to YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE 
for each Hilton Head Island asset or amenity.

Answer Options Important/Very 
important No opinion Rating 

Average
Response 

Count

Local residents 84.28% 74 4.09 3421

Festivals and special events 75.80% 58 3.86 3459

The tourism economy 74.00% 46 3.85 3431

Hilton Head Island Airport 71.49% 74 3.88 3434

Current level/amount of annual 
tourists 69.97% 75 3.74 3425

Volunteer opportunities 64.35% 93 3.57 3456

Affordable housing 60.94% 102 3.41 3469

Social services 60.02% 96 3.48 3425

Good K - 12 schools 54.61% 143 3.24 3470

Hotels/lodging facilities 53.14% 90 3.22 3462

Availability of jobs 50.12% 127 3.07 3463

Access to colleges or universities 39.82% 122 2.86 3452

Public transportation 36.04% 117 2.86 3252

Meeting facilities 33.97% 143 2.73 3452

Other (please specify) 170 170

answered question 3462 3462

skipped question 321 321



For the items below, please indicate for each Hilton Head Island asset or amenity the level of improvement 
NEEDED TO SUPPORT A HEALTHY ECONOMY.

Answer Options Needs improvement/Needs major 
improvement No opinion Rating 

Average
Response 

Count

Availability of jobs 73.81% 566 2.85 3239

Hilton Head Island Airport 61.43% 282 2.78 3196

Ease of traffic 57.93% 61 2.69 3215

Affordable housing 54.66% 412 2.52 3231

Comprehensive health care 
options 53.66% 292 2.59 3227

K - 12 schools 46.51% 907 2.44 3225

The tourism economy 46.44% 257 2.4 3224

Public transportation options 41.75% 708 2.3 3113

Culture and entertainment 
options 39.53% 90 2.33 3227

Personal and property safety 39.39% 48 2.36 3234

The current level/amount of 
annual tourists 37.24% 254 2.24 3221

Live theater and concert options 36.84% 120 2.24 3206

Educational programs 36.16% 560 2.2 3162

Sense of community 34.73% 181 2.21 3219

Cultural activities (i.e. art 
exhibits, museums, etc.) 32.84% 134 2.18 3194



For the items below, please indicate for each Hilton Head Island asset or amenity the level of 
improvement NEEDED TO SUPPORT A HEALTHY ECONOMY.

Answer Options Needs improvement/Needs 
major improvement No opinion Rating 

Average
Response 

Count

Hotels/lodging facilities 25.28% 339 2.04 3231

Meeting facilities 23.62% 782 1.97 3221

Bike/leisure paths 23.27% 68 2.02 3201

Festivals and special events 
options 22.05% 136 2 3202

Access to outdoor recreation 19.75% 71 1.97 3240

Beach 18.92% 42 1.94 3208

Dining options 17.74% 33 1.92 3212

Other water-based activities 
options (i.e. recreational 
boating, kayaking, jet skiing, 
etc.)

16.74% 499 1.83 3193

Access to colleges or 
universities 15.63% 483 1.81 3227

Fishing activities 15.15% 836 1.79 3192

Tennis options 7.94% 497 1.58 3180

Golfing options 5.58% 282 1.54 3202

Other (please specify) 172

answered question 3222

skipped question 561



On an annual basis, how often do you host friends/family on Hilton 
Head Island?

Answer Options Response 
Percent

Response 
Count

1-2 times per year 12.50% 407

3-4 times per year 31.40% 1025

5-6 times per year 25.80% 841

7-8 times per year 13.80% 449

9-10 times per year 7.90% 257

11-12 times per year 3.10% 101

13 plus times per year 4.60% 151

I don't have friends/family visit me 
on Hilton Head Island 1.00% 32

answered question 3263 3263

skipped question 520 520



For the items below, please indicate how often you participate in the activities and/or visit the 
amenities with YOUR FRIENDS/FAMILY when they visit you on Hilton Head Island.

Answer Options Every other 
day/Every day

Rating 
Average Response Count

Beach combing/relaxing 74.76% 3.12 3186

Dining 60.90% 2.75 3174

Pool swimming 59.00% 2.77 3156

Bicycle touring 46.36% 2.49 3160

Golfing 34.38% 2.18 3156

Shopping 26.37% 2.27 3186

Other water-based activities (i.e. recreational 
boating, kayaking, jet skiing, etc.) 13.42% 1.81 3138

Tennis 12.93% 1.6 3117

Festivals and special events 8.52% 1.9 3123

Fishing activities 5.76% 1.43 3145

Cultural activities (i.e. art exhibits, museums, etc.) 4.58% 1.67 3125

Guided touring 4.27% 1.39 3115

Live theater and concerts 4.25% 1.62 3130

Tour Savannah 2.78% 1.77 3027

Tour Bluffton 2.65% 1.54 3129

Tour Beaufort 2.08% 1.61 3128

Educational programs 1.60% 1.27 3128

Other (please specify) 127

answered question 3198

skipped question 585



For the items below, please indicate which Hilton Head Island asset or 
amenity is MOST ATTRACTIVE TO ISLAND VISITORS.

Answer Options Attractive/Very 
attractive

No 
opinion

Rating 
Average

Response 
Count

Beach 98.43% 56 4.79 3110

Dining options 95.57% 36 4.46 3080

Bike/leisure paths 93.09% 82 4.43 3048

Golfing 92.12% 170 4.52 3075

Bicycling touring 86.73% 234 4.26 3068

Other water-based activities 
(i.e. recreational boating, 
kayaking, jet skiing, etc.)

79.38% 324 3.93 3059

Proximity to Savannah 78.61% 211 3.87 3044

Tennis 77.44% 399 4.04 3023

Hotels/lodging facilities 76.11% 345 3.88 3070

Festivals and special events 70.90% 270 3.79 3067

Shopping options 69.72% 89 3.65 3074

Hilton Head Island Airport 63.34% 244 3.64 3062



For the items below, please indicate which Hilton Head Island asset or amenity is 
MOST ATTRACTIVE TO ISLAND VISITORS.

Answer Options Attractive/Very 
attractive

No 
opinion

Rating 
Average

Response 
Count

Live theater and concerts 63.02% 276 3.62 3072

Proximity to Beaufort 61.25% 331 3.47 3059

Fishing activities 60.45% 693 3.51 3070

Cultural activities (i.e. art exhibits, 
museums, etc.) 59.46% 287 3.53 3057

Proximity to Bluffton 50.04% 397 3.23 3051

Guided touring 43.80% 601 3.23 3037

Meeting facilities 42.38% 965 3.24 3058

Educational programs 28.18% 718 2.89 3025

Public transportation 14.32% 706 2.37 2933

Other (please specify) 87

answered question 3131

skipped question 652



For the items below, please indicate for each Hilton Head Island asset or amenity the 
LEVEL OF ECONOMIC RETURN TO THE COMMUNITY.

Answer Options
Provides 

strong/greatest 
economic impact

No 
opinion

Rating 
Average

Response 
Count

Golfing 93.63% 140 4.56 2949

Dining 91.27% 99 4.27 2973

Beach 89.24% 123 4.48 2975

Hotels/lodging facilities 88.49% 160 4.2 2983

Shopping 66.95% 117 3.78 2976

Tennis 65.27% 316 3.8 2942

Meeting facilities 59.53% 454 3.6 2962

Hilton Head Island Airport 57.49% 239 3.59 2937

Bicycle touring 54.19% 252 3.54 2937

Festivals and special events 49.23% 236 3.46 2958

Other water-based activities (i.e. 
recreational boating, kayaking, jet 
skiing, etc.)

48.92% 304 3.45 2943

Proximity to Savannah 46.38% 270 3.32 2935



For the items below, please indicate for each Hilton Head Island asset or amenity the LEVEL 
OF ECONOMIC RETURN TO THE COMMUNITY.

Answer Options
Provides 

strong/greatest 
economic impact

No 
opinion

Rating 
Average

Response 
Count

Hospitals and medical services 43.28% 281 3.31 2943

Live theater and concerts 35.84% 247 3.19 2962

Fishing activities 33.54% 560 3.11 2954

Cultural activities (i.e. art exhibits, 
museums, etc.) 29.99% 253 3.04 2951

Proximity to Beaufort 29.20% 349 2.89 2931

Guided touring 26.40% 470 2.99 2921

Proximity to Bluffton 24.39% 368 2.75 2931

Educational programs 13.93% 546 2.59 2915

Public transportation 12.69% 611 2.35 2826

Other (please specify) 69

answered question 2998

skipped question 785



For the items below, please indicate the level of expectation met for each aspect of 
Hilton Head Island SINCE FIRST BECOMING AN ISLAND RESIDENT.

Answer Options
Exceeded/Greatly 

exceeded my 
expectations

No 
opinion

Rating 
Average

Respons 
e Count

Beach 55.20% 12 3.69 2965

Dining options 51.39% 8 3.5 2962

Bike/leisure paths 49.32% 68 3.55 2949

Natural resources 44.55% 86 3.49 2950

Island appearance 44.23% 8 3.39 2961

Gated community living 41.77% 83 3.4 2949

Access to outdoor 
recreation 40.60% 37 3.41 2988

Volunteer opportunities 36.23% 678 3.31 2944

Festivals and special 
events 27.39% 215 3.09 2950

Sense of community 27.26% 158 3.02 2968

Personal and property 
safety 25.05% 29 3.06 2991

Culture and entertainment 22.28% 136 2.94 2981

Hotels/lodging facilities 20.31% 421 3.1 2972



For the items below, please indicate the level of expectation met for each aspect of Hilton 
Head Island SINCE FIRST BECOMING AN ISLAND RESIDENT.

Answer Options Exceeded/Greatly exceeded 
my expectations

No 
opinion

Rating 
Average

Response 
Count

Proximity to comprehensive 
health care facilities 18.94% 159 2.82 2978

Shopping options 17.69% 22 2.66 2967

Ability to maintain my 
property value 16.67% 56 2.51 2983

Access to colleges or 
universities 16.16% 1011 2.92 2973

Hilton Head Island Airport 12.89% 328 2.52 2958

Meeting facilities 11.56% 1263 2.86 2933

K - 12 schools 11.30% 1390 2.52 2957

Ease of traffic 5.15% 44 2.37 2976

Affordable housing 3.22% 888 2.34 2967

Public Transportation 3.01% 1375 2.14 2869

Availability of jobs 2.36% 1280 2.22 2973

Other (please specify) 88

answered question 2973

skipped question 810



Over 90% rated their quality of life as Good or Very Good



HHI Fulltime Residents: Plotting Quality of Life 
by Expectations Met



HHI Fulltime Residents: Plotting Needs 
Improvement by Most Attractive



Fulltime Residents Plotting Quality of Life by Years Living on HHI: 
Significant Difference Among Populations



Fulltime Residents Plotting Quality of Life by Income: Significant 
Difference Among Populations



Fulltime Residents Plotting Quality of Life by Employment Status: 
Significant Difference Among Populations



Recommendations
• Since most residents indicated that their first visit to the island was tourism related, 

HHI must make a concerted and consistent effort to educate the public about the 

importance of the tourism industry and its impact on potential new residents.

• The assets of HHI that are most important to residents are all environmentally 

related. Therefore, when making future decisions HHI must always consider how the 

public perceives the decision’s impact on the environment.

• “Availability of Jobs” needs improvement to support a healthy economy. HHI should 

consider how to either enhance the existing volume of business demand or expand 

the current economy in order to increase or attract more jobs.

• If lodging quality is a concern of the HHI tourism industry, the industry must convince 

the residents that it is a issue due to 25% of the population indicating that 

hotels/lodging need improvement to support a healthy economy.



Recommendations
• If the existing meetings/convention market is to be expanded for HHI, the tourism 

industry must convince the residents that “Meeting Facilities” need improvement 

because only 23% of the population indicated that there was a need for improvement.

• The Beach is one of the more important assets contributing to a resident’s quality of 

life and is an asset that is most utilized when friends/family visit. Therefore, the beach 

renourishment program must be sustained and a constant priority.

• Residents feel that “Golf,” “Tennis,” “Fishing,” “Festivals and Special Events,” 

“Dining,” and “Beach” need the least improvement and are the most attractive to 

visitors. These assets are perceived by the residents to be the best of HHI. However, 

“Shopping Options” and “HHI Airport” need improvement and are less attractive. 

Therefore, the community should explore ways to enhance the shopping options as 

well as HHI airport.



Recommendations
• The assets that are most important, most utilized, and that have exceeded the 

expectations of the residents are the same items that are used by visitors. 

Consequently, should visitor volume decrease there will be a negative business 

impact on certain assets that the residents use. For example, if visitor demand for 

local dining decreases, local dining options will eventually decrease because 

restaurant owners will decide to “walk away” from an unprofitable business. 

Therefore, the circumstance has an impact on a resident’s quality of life as well as 

reduces their satisfaction with dining options. HHI must create and maintain a public 

relations strategy that continues to inform the residents of the importance of the 

tourism industry. This strategy should be developed for both the public and private 

sectors and targeted to the general population.


