
THE TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
CONSTRUCTION BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS & APPEALS 

MINUTES 
 

Date of Meeting: Tuesday, March 24, 2009 
 
Members Present: Ray Carlton, Tony Cole, Frank Guidobono, Michael Lynes, Al Mason, Joe 
Nix, Jay Owen, Gary Schmidt, Robert Tanner  
 
Members Absent: Neil Gordon, Ling Graves 
 
Town Staff Present: Charles Cousins, Trudie Johnson 

 
 
I. Call to Order. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM. 
 

II. FOIA Compliance 
Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted and mailed in compliance with 
the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements 
 

III. Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of January 22, 2008 and January 8, 2009 were unanimously approved as 
presented. 
 

IV. New Business (Mr. Mason recused himself) 
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A. To appeal the Town of Hilton Head Island’s Building Official, Bob Klein and 
Floodplain Administrator, Trudie Johnson’s interpretation of what qualifies as 
“open lattice work or screening” as listed in Sec. 15-9-317 paragraph (9) of Article 3. 
Construction Standards of the Town’s Adopted Building Codes. 
 
Mr. Scott Bunting stated that the appeal objective is to have the Building Official, 
Floodplain Administrator, and the CBAA accept wooden louvers and/or slats as a 
qualified material for lattice work or screening in the areas below the base flood elevation 
in coastal high hazard areas, (V Zones). 
 
Mr. Bunting quoted several FEMA documents supporting screening or shutters that 
perform as latticework and that louvers are desirable for breakaway walls in the areas 
below flood elevation in the V Zones of Hilton Head Island. 
 
The Board made a motion for the applicant to consult an Engineer to certify that the 
louvers as installed and modified are truly breakaway in a calculable way.  To verify that 
the louvers perform the same as lattice – break into non-projectile pieces.  The motion 
passed 8-0-1 (Mr. Mason was recused). 
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Mrs. Johnson stated that if an Engineer certifies that the performance of these louver 
panels as currently installed and modified will come apart in individual component pieces, 
she would accept it. If I don’t accept it, this appeal has been decided and then there is no 
further appeal on this to any other board or any other jurisdiction.  Mr. Bunting would 
have to appeal another decision of mine or the Town of Hilton Head Island. 

 
V. Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. 
 
 
Submitted by Eileen O’Brien, Senior Administrative Assistant 
 
 
Approved by:    _________________________________ 
     Frank Guidobono, Vice Chairman 
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