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TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 

Board of Zoning Appeals 
       Minutes of the Special Meeting Monday, February 21, 2011    

                               2:30p.m– Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers              APPROVED    
 

 
Board Members Present:        Chairman Roger DeCaigny, Vice Chairman Peter Kristian,   

Michael Lawrence, Jack Qualey and Stephen Murphy    
   

Board Members Absent: Alan Brenner and Bob Sharp, excused          
 
Council Members Present: Bill Ferguson   
 
Town Staff Present:  Anne Cyran, Senior Planner  
    Nicole Dixon, Senior Planner and Coordinator 

Heather Colin, Development Review Administrator 
Teri Lewis, LMO Official 

    Brian Hulbert, Board Attorney 
Kathleen Carlin, Board Secretary  

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER 
            Chairman DeCaigny called today’s special meeting to order at 2:30p.m.  
  
2.   ROLL CALL  
 
3. INTRODUCTION TO BOARD PROCEDURES 

Chairman DeCaigny stated the Board’s procedures for conducting today’s business meeting.    
 

4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Vice Chairman Kristian made a motion to approve the agenda as presented.  Mr. Qualey 
seconded the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 5-0-0.   
   

   5.     APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Mr. Lawrence made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 24, 2011 meeting as 
presented.  Vice Chairman Kristian seconded the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 
5-0-0.  

 
6.         UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

None 
 

7. NEW BUSINESS 
 Public Hearing 

SER110001:  Request for Special Exception for an Other Light Industrial Service use in the 
Commercial Center (CC) Zoning District.  Scott T. Hamlin of MegaWatt Lasers is proposing 
to operate a laser manufacturing facility. The property is located at 89 Arrow Road, and is 
further identified as parcel 816A on Beaufort County Tax Map 14, and is owned by James and 
Opal Propes.    
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Ms. Anne Cyran made the presentation on behalf of staff.  The staff recommended that Special 
Exception Application SER110001 be approved. 
 
Ms. Cyran stated that MegaWatt Lasers, a laser manufacturing business, has operated at 18 
Hunter Road for the past 9 years. Late last year, Scott Hamlin, President of MegaWatt Lasers, 
approached Town staff about relocating their expanding business. The proposed location, 
which was previously occupied by Pro Photo, was selected due to its size, finished interior and 
existing utilities. The property is located at 89 Arrow Road and is bound by Arrow Road to the 
west, an undeveloped utility easement to the east, an undeveloped parcel to the south and 
Plantation Cabinetry to the north. 
 
Mr. Scott Hamlin, business owner, is requesting special exception approval for an Other Light 
Industrial Service use in the CC Zoning District per the requirements of LMO Section 16-4-
1204, Use Table. The applicant states in the narrative that the business will operate in an 
existing vacant building and other than improving some neglected landscaping, no other 
alterations are proposed to the site. The applicant believes the proposed use will be compatible 
with surrounding uses because all activities will take place in the building and the proposed use 
will not generate noise, glare, smoke, dust, odor, fumes, water pollution or general nuisance.   
 
Staff concludes that this application meets the criteria as set forth in LMO Section 16-3-
1805.C.  The proposed use is compatible with and will not be a nuisance to the existing uses 
adjacent to and near the property. The subject property is separated from a nearby high 
intensity use, which limits traffic concerns. 
 
Ms. Cyran presented a review of the site.  Ms. Cyran reviewed the Findings of Fact and 
Conclusions of Law.  The application has met the required criteria.  At the completion of the 
staff’s presentation, Chairman DeCaigny requested that the applicant make his presentation.   
 
Mr. Scott Hamlin presented statements in support of the application.  Mr. Hamlin stated that 
this business involves the assembly and manufacture of laser components.  The applicant 
provided a sample of one of the components for the Board’s review.  The Board and Mr. 
Hamlin discussed the application.  At the completion of the applicant’s presentation, Chairman 
DeCaigny requested comments from the public. 
 
Mr. Joe Ryan, representative of the business owner at 84 Arrow Road, presented statements in 
possible concern of deliveries by large trucks.  The applicant stated that this will not be an 
issue.  At the completion of public comments, Chairman DeCaigny requested that a motion be 
made. 
 
Mr. Qualey made a motion to approve Special Exception Application SER 110001 as 
submitted because it is supported by the Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law and has met 
the required criteria as stated by the staff.   Mr. Kristian seconded the motion and the motion 
passed with a vote of 5-0-0. 
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8. BOARD BUSINESS 
  None 
 
9. STAFF REPORT 
            Waiver Report - Ms. Nicole Dixon stated that there are no new waivers to report.  

   
 
10.     ADJOURNMENT 

    The meeting was adjourned at 2:45p.m. 
 
 
  Submitted By:                          Approved By: 
 

      __________________       ________________ 
   Kathleen Carlin        Roger DeCaigny            
   Board Secretary         Chairman 


