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The Town of Hilton Head Island 
Parks & Recreation Commission 

Thursday, August 11, 2011 
3:30 p.m. 

 
 
Members Present: Jack Hamrick, Peter Keber, Robert Moore, Timothy Singleton, Marc Stuckart 
 
Members Absent: Daniel Gafgen, Heather Rath  
 
Town Council: Bill Ferguson 
 
Town Staff: Scott Liggett, Anne Cyran, Julian Walls, Charles Cousins 
 
Other: Frank Soule, Island Recreation Association  
   
 
I. Call to Order 

Chairman Stuckart called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
III.  Freedom of Information Compliance 

Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted and mailed in compliance with 
the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

 
IV.  Approval of Minutes  

The minutes of July 14, 2011 were approved as presented. 
 
V. Appearance by Citizens: Ms. Julie Jilly, Vice President of Professional Tennis Registry  
 (PTR) a non-profit organization that has been on the Island for 25 years invited the  
 Commissioners to the following upcoming events: 
 

• Wheelchair Tennis Tournament at Chaplin Park Public Tennis Center September 15 -18, 
2011. Participants will be arriving from 12 different countries.   

• Tennis Club Owners & Facility Managers Conference October 5-7, 2011 at the Crowne 
Plaza Resort. Topics to include: tennis court building, programming, going green - solar 
panels, court and facility maintenance.  

 
VI. Reports 

Update from Island Recreation Association.  Mr. Frank Soule reported on the following: 
• The Island Recreation Association had a successful Summer. Summer camp had over 150 

participants daily.  
• The Fall brochure is available. Registration has begun for Fall soccer. Over 100 children 

registered for Gator Football.  The Lowcountry Football League will be more of a 
community event.  Some of the other participating football teams are located in 
Hardeeville, Ridgeland, Bluffton, Estill, Walterboro, Hampton, and Allendale. 
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VII. Unfinished Business:  Spring Break Tennis. Mr. Clint Van Aswegen with spring break 
tennis stated that for a two week period in March his group was “locked out” of using the 
Chaplin hard courts and other tennis facilities due to the Island Recreation Center giving an 
exclusive contract to Professional Tennis Registry (PTR).  Mr. Aswegen stated that he is 
looking for an equitable solution.   

 
Commissioner Singleton stated that this sounds as if it is a scheduling conflict.  Commissioner 
Singleton stated that Mr. Aswegen’s competition is being proactive and planning ahead. It 
seems Mr. Aswegen’s lack of planning seems to be the issue. 
 
Mr. Aswegen replied that he has been involved with the planning side for two years and never 
had competition before.  The Island Recreation Center knew that my group comes every year. 
PTR received an exclusive contract last year prior to getting their teams.       
 
Commissioner Hamrick stated that this sounds like a scheduling issue more than anything else.  
If you have been doing this for 25 years, you should have contacted the tennis facilities and 
guaranteed 24 months in advance a certainty of the percentage of teams you will have in order 
to secure a contract.   It sounds like PTR did just that.  It is purely scheduling. 
 
Mr. Aswegen stated that he could book every single court at Chaplin next year from early 
March to end of March but I do not want to lock out PTR. If I had all courts on the island I 
could schedule everyone’s time.  The issue of giving an exclusive contract on public facilities 
to one group - that locks another group out is not fair. 
 
Commissioner Singleton asked Mr. Aswegen what his solution to this scheduling conflict 
would be.   Mr. Aswegen answered that if it was up to him, whichever group has the greater 
number of teams, that is how the courts get divided up.  If I have 50% of teams and PTR has 
50% of teams then 50% of the time goes to PTR and 50% of the time goes to my group.  If it is 
3 to 1 then we get 3 to 1 scheduling of the courts.  That is fair. 

 
Ms. Jilly stated that according to statistics, in 2009 there were 354 hard courts on Hilton Head 
Island and 170 courts in the Bluffton area. Last year PTR wanted to work closely with Mr. 
Aswegen and PTR did want to share the high school courts although it is very difficult to share 
one tennis facility.  When the PTR teams arrived at the tennis facility, Mr. Aswegen’s teams 
tennis match was not over and ran late.  So we had to start late and play late.  PTR is very 
willing to work something out.  PTR SpringFest did not use all six tennis courts at Chaplin or 
all four tennis courts at Cordillo. Tennis courts were left open for public use.  PTR also had a 
Site Director available to help folks at all times.  We were very proactive in directing the public 
to available tennis courts.  This was PTR’s first year doing this event and we met the needs of 
our members in having this SpringFest event. 

 
Commissioner Singleton suggested that Mr. Soule, Ms. Jilly and Mr. Aswegen get together and 
work this out so that they can either share the tennis courts or move one event to a different 
date.   
 
Chairman Stuckart urged Mr. Soule to formalize the process of how the tennis courts get 
allocated.  Mr. Soule replied that he is working with Mr. Liggett and Mr. Hulbert on the 
Memorandum of Understanding and Agreement. 
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Mr. Soule stated that there is a certain level of service that should be provided for the playing 
public.  Having a Site Director at the tennis facilities made a huge difference; we received 
many compliments on how well the scheduling was handled.  Once the framework of an 
Agreement from the Town of Hilton Head Island is reached, we will work something out on 
scheduling the tennis courts for the spring tennis events. 

 
Mr. Scott Liggett stated that in reviewing the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and the 
management of the tennis courts, there was nothing inconsistent with the terms of the 
Agreement dealing with a supply and demand issue for those two weeks in March. Mr. Liggett 
suggested including more explicit instructions for handling this type of special circumstance. 
Mr. Liggett stated that the revised MOU should be ready for the Parks & Recreation 
Commission to review in October 2011. 

 
VIII.    New Business - none 

 
IX.     Updates  

Mr. Julian Walls, Facilities Manager, reviewed the parking requirements at various Hilton 
Head Island beach parks.  Mr. Walls stated that year-to-date over 760 tickets have been issued.  
Beach revenue from parking meters collected daily = $109,000. 

At Islanders Beach Park if all parking spaces are occupied and a meter space is available, you 
can park there with a beach pass.   

The Town of Hilton Head Island began working on the Bristol Sports Arena Improvement 
Project on August 1 and should be completed by October 31, 2011.  The entire park will be 
closed during this period.  

X.      Park Commissioner Comments – none 
 
XI.     Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:18 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Eileen Wilson 
 
 
Approved by:    ____APPROVED 10/13/11_____     

       Marc Stuckart, Chairman 


	I. Call to Order
	III.  Freedom of Information Compliance
	IV.  Approval of Minutes
	V. Appearance by Citizens: Ms. Julie Jilly, Vice President of Professional Tennis Registry
	(PTR) a non-profit organization that has been on the Island for 25 years invited the
	Commissioners to the following upcoming events:
	 Wheelchair Tennis Tournament at Chaplin Park Public Tennis Center September 15 -18, 2011. Participants will be arriving from 12 different countries.
	 Tennis Club Owners & Facility Managers Conference October 5-7, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza Resort. Topics to include: tennis court building, programming, going green - solar panels, court and facility maintenance.
	VI. Reports
	VII. Unfinished Business:  Spring Break Tennis. Mr. Clint Van Aswegen with spring break tennis stated that for a two week period in March his group was “locked out” of using the Chaplin hard courts and other tennis facilities due to the Island Recreation C�

