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 Town of Hilton Head Island 
                                       Design Review Board                        APPROVED  

Minutes of the Tuesday, July 10, 2012 Meeting  
1:15p.m – Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers 

 
 
Board Members Present: Chairman Scott Sodemann, Vice Chairman Deborah Welch,   

Jake Gartner, Jennifer Moffett, and Galen Smith   
                         
 Board Members Absent: Tom Parker and Todd Theodore, Excused   
         
Council Members Present: Mayor Pro Tem Ken Heitzke    
 
Town Staff Present:  Jennifer Ray, Urban Designer   

Teri Lewis, LMO Official   
Nicole Dixon, Senior Planner 
Rocky Browder, Environmental Planner 
Richard Spruce, Plans Review Administrator 
Kathleen Carlin, Administrative Assistant 

 
 

1.      CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Scott Sodemann called the meeting to order at 1:15p.m. 

 
2.    ROLL CALL 

 
3.    FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT COMPLIANCE 

 
4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
    The agenda was approved as presented by general consent.   

 
5.    APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

The Board approved the minutes of the June 12, 2012 meeting as presented by general consent.   
 

6.    SWEARING IN CEREMONY FOR RETURNING DESIGN REVIEW BOARD MEMBERS 
Mayor Pro Tem Ken Heitzke performed the swearing in ceremony for returning Design Review 
Board Members, Mr. Jason Gartner, Mr. Galen Smith and Mr. Scott Sodemann.  Mayor Pro Tem 
Heitzke stated his appreciation, on behalf of Town Council, to Mr. Gartner, Mr. Smith and Mr. 
Sodemann for their continued service to the Design Review Board and to the community. 
 

7.      STAFF REPORT 
 Ms. Ray reported that an appeal has been filed against the approval of the Airport’s tree mitigation 

plan.  The Board approved the Airport’s tree mitigation plan with conditions on May 22, 2012.  In 
preparing for the appeal, staff discovered that an error was made in the Board’s approval of the May 
22, 2012 meeting minutes.  A transcript of the May 22nd meeting is in the process of being prepared. 
Copies of this transcript will be provided to the membership along with a new draft copy of the May 
22nd meeting minutes. Ms. Ray stated that the Board will need to make a motion to amend and 
approve the revised May 22, 2012 minutes.  Staff will place this business item under New Business 
on the July 24, 2012 agenda.  
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8.      BOARD BUSINESS  

Appointment of Secretary to the Design Review Board July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013 
 Chairman Sodemann requested that a motion be made to appoint Ms. Kathleen Carlin as Secretary to 

the Design Review Board for the term, July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013.  Mr. Smith made the motion to 
approve the appointment of Ms. Carlin as Secretary to the Design Review Board for the term           
July 1, 2012 to June 30, 2013.  Mr. Gartner seconded the motion and the motion passed with a vote 
of 5-0-0. 

 
9. UNFINISHED BUSINESS              

None  
 
10. NEW BUSINESS               

   Supervisor’s House Renovation & Addition - Coastal Discovery Museum at Honey Horn              
Alteration/ Addition – DR120018.   Ms. Jennifer Ray introduced the application and stated its 
location at 136 Honey Horn Plantation Road.  The applicant is proposing to make several alterations 
and additions to the existing Supervisor’s House to use as a classroom facility.   The overall 
character of the house will remain. 

 Ms. Ray presented an in-depth review of the application including an overhead review of the site and 
the building elevations.  Ms. Ray also presented several photos of the site.  The original 1890’s main 
section, the east elevation, has been stabilized, raised to above flood plain, painted and a new roof 
has been installed.  Two wing additions to the house were removed at the time of stabilization. One 
wing extended south of the original section and the other west.  The proposed new addition would 
extend south in approximately the same location as that which was removed.  The Supervisor’s 
House is located immediately south of the Main Museum House and northeast of the Butterfly 
Enclosure.     

 The existing double-hung wood framed windows will remain at the original structure.  A new stair 
will be installed at the original front entrance and at both side openings of the covered deck.  The 
original front entry will serve as an emergency exit from the classroom area.  The primary entrance 
will be at the east side of the covered deck where a handicapped ramp will also be located.  All 
exterior trim, fascia, soffits and siding will remain. Trim profiles at the addition will match that of 
the existing elements.  Other new elements such as the stairs, ramp, newel posts, and balusters will 
match that at the recently renovated Museum office building located just south east of the structure.  
Paved walkways will be extended and will match those already used throughout the grounds.   

 The existing parking located across the road of the Main House and handicap designated parking just 
south of the Main House will be used for this facility.  Overflow grassed parking is located just east, 
across the road from the facility. All exterior colors will match existing.   

 One small pecan tree and two palm trees will be removed.  Any existing grassed areas that have been 
disturbed will be graded and re-seeded.  Existing landscaping will remain. The lighting will be the 
same as exist. 

 Ms. Ray described the applicant’s proposed plans for the service yard and placement of the HVAC 
unit.  The HVAC unit will be located in a rear corner of the building. The staff recommended that 
the application be approved as submitted.  Following the staff’s presentation, Chairman Sodemann 
requested that the applicant make his presentation. 
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 Mr. Barry Taylor, architect with The FWA Group, presented statements in support of the 
application.  The Board complimented the design of the project. The Board and the applicant   
discussed several issues including the color palette, the wood deck, and the location and size of the 
front stair case. The Board suggested that the stair case be made a little larger. Following final 
comments by the Board, Chairman Sodemann requested that a motion be made. 

 Vice Chairman Welch made a motion to approve the application for alterations and additions to the 
Supervisor’s House at Coastal Discovery Museum as submitted.  Ms. Moffett seconded the motion 
and the motion passed with a vote of 5-0-0. 

 

 Coligny Beach Park – Alteration/Addition - DR120019                       
Ms. Jennifer Ray introduced the application and stated its location. Ms. Ray presented an in-depth 
review of the application including an overhead review of the site plan.  Ms. Ray presented several 
site photos of the shower area, the changing rooms, and the location and the design of an existing 
curved wood bench.    

 Due to the high volume of pedestrian traffic at this very popular Beach Park, a large amount of sand   
is tracked from the beach to the shower area.  The large amount of sand does not wash away very 
well and it causes the drains to clog.  The shower area then becomes very slippery.  In an effort to 
minimize the slippery conditions, the staff installed black rubber floor mats in the shower area.  
Unfortunately, not only are the mats unsightly to look at, they have not eliminated the problem of 
sand clogging the drains and they have not helped the slip and fall conditions.  Sand continues to 
accumulate under the floor mats causing them to become uneven.  These safety and maintenance 
concerns have led to the staff’s proposed modifications to the shower area.  

 The staff recommends removing the shower elements from the towers and leaving the towers as an 
iconic element of the park.  Two beach showers are proposed to be installed in the area between two 
of the changing rooms (directly across from the shower location.)  The new shower location will 
allow water from the showers to drain away from the pedestrian path into the landscaped area. The 
showers will be placed on tabby shell pads.   The staff proposes to add a curved wood bench under 
the towers.  The new curved bench will match the detail of the existing curved bench located at the 
foot showers.  

 Ms. Ray stated that the proposed changes will require the removal of several White African Iris and 
two palm trees. Three European fan palms will be planted in the landscape island in front of the 
tower.        

 The Board and Ms. Ray discussed the location and the design of the new showers.  Chairman 
Sodemann stated the need for additional information from the staff regarding the design of the new 
showers.  Additional design character is recommended for the new showers that will pick up on the 
existing trim detail.  The design of the new showers should not detract from the existing high quality 
of the Coligny Beach Park.  Following their discussion, the Board stated that they are not 
comfortable making a motion to approve the application until they receive additional information 
regarding the new showers including photographs of the finished product.     

Ms. Ray reported that staff’s biggest concern is safety, and time is of the essence. We need to 
prevent a future slip and fall condition in the shower area. The staff is recommending the sleek 
shower design because the new location is small.  
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The Board stated that if a motion to approve the application is made, it would have to be contingent 
on seeing a photo of the new showers.  The Board may need to make modifications to the design of 
the new showers. Ms. Ray stated that staff will take photos of the proposed shower area and will 
bring the photos to the Board.  Following final comments, Chairman Sodemann requested that a 
motion be made. 

 Mr. Gartner made a motion to approve the application for Alteration/Additions to the Coligny 
Beach Park with the condition that the Design Review Board will see photographs of the finished 
product and will make modifications to the shower area if needed.  Vice Chairman Welch seconded 
the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 5-0-0.        

  

11.    APPEARANCE BY CITIZENS 
         None    

                                                                                                                
12.   ADJOURNMENT                                
   The meeting was adjourned at 1:50p.m.   

 
  Submitted By:   Approved By:      July 24, 2012 
         
   
  ____________________  __________________ 
  Kathleen Carlin   Scott Sodemann                    
  Secretary    Chairman 
 
 
 


