
TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, May 23, 2012 Minutes 
1:00p.m. – Conference Room 3 

Committee Members Present: Jim Gant, Peter Parrott, Councilman Bill Harkins, Ex-Officio 

    Terry Ennis, John Salazar 

Committee Members Absent: Richard Cyr, Tom Lennox 

Town Staff Present:  Steve Riley, Town Manager 
    Charles Cousins, Director of Community Development 
    Shawn Colin, Comprehensive Planning Division Manager 
 

1) CALL TO ORDER 
 Chairman Gant called the meeting to order at 1:10 p.m. 

2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted and mailed in compliance 
with the Freedom of Information Act and Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

3) NEW BUSINESS 

The meeting began with reviewing the 2007-2010 IMPLAN Annual NAICS Output 
Analyses.  Various sectors were discussed in terms of which sectors have declined and 
which have maintained a share of contribution in the Hilton Head Island economy.  

• If we are targeting specific industries, can we line up education and labor 
development processes.  Understand and develop workforce. 

• We need to develop what is already here. We need to retain existing businesses and 
people. 

• With this new entity, we do not want duplication or competitiveness. 
• Look at sectors, maybe one or two corporate players, pick their brain just as we want 

to do with the County and Chamber of Commerce. 
• This new entity should have a role in major sectors such as real estate, tourism, 

retirees, healthcare, and finance. 
• Town of Hilton Head Island is a point of contact for starting a business. Other 

communities have a specific Economic Development division or a point of contact.  
We try to help folks best we can. There are properties that are prime for 
redevelopment.  We would like to have on our website our inventory of what is 
available (vacant buildings, properties, fact sheet). We want to facilitate not compete. 



 

The Economic Development Committee will continue to try to schedule someone from 
the Chamber of Commerce and someone from Beaufort County to come to our June 6 
and/or June 13 meeting to discuss what their focus is on economic development.  The 
Committee feels this discussion will help in finding the best approach to take in pursuing 
economic and redevelopment opportunities for our area without duplicating efforts.  Mr. 
Ennis will schedule Mr. David Tigges to attend our June 13 Economic Development 
Committee meeting. 

4) ADJOURN 
 There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
 

Submitted by Eileen Wilson 

 

Approved by:   _____June 6, 2012___________________ 
  Jim Gant, Chairman 
 


