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The Town of Hilton Head Island 
Parks & Recreation Commission 

Thursday, July 26, 2012 
3:30 p.m. 

 
 
Members Present: Daniel Gafgen, Peter Keber, Heather Rath, Marc Stuckart, Theresa Bennett, 

Janet Noonan 
 
Members Absent: none 
 
Town Council: Ken Heitzke, Mayor Pro Tem 
 
Town Staff: Scott Liggett, Anne Cyran, Marcy Benson, Jill Foster, Jennifer Ray, 

Heather Colin, Shawn Colin  
 
Other: Frank Soule, Island Recreation Association; Frank Babel, Bicycling 

Advocate  
   
 
I. Call to Order 

Chairman Stuckart called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
III.  Freedom of Information Compliance 

Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted and mailed in compliance 
with the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

 
IV.  Swearing in Ceremony for New Members  

Mayor Pro Tem Ken Heitzke performed the swearing in ceremony for new members 
Theresa Bennett and Janet Noonan.  On behalf of Town Council, Mayor Pro Tem Heitzke 
stated his appreciation to all the Parks & Recreation Commissioners for their continued 
service to the community. 

 
V. Election of Chairman & Vice Chairman  

Commissioner Rath began by nominating Mr. Marc Stuckart to serve again as Chairman.  
Mr. Stuckart accepted the nomination.  The Commission voted unanimously to elect Mr. 
Marc Stuckart as Chairman for the new term, July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013.      

Chairman Stuckart then requested that a nomination be made for the office of Vice 
Chairman. Chairman Stuckart nominated Commissioner Rath to serve as the new Vice 
Chairman.  Mrs. Rath accepted the nomination.  The Commission voted unanimously to 
elect Mrs. Rath as Vice Chairman for the new term, July 1, 2012 – June 30, 2013.          

VI. Approval of Minutes 
The regular Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting of April 12, 2012 were approved as 
presented. 

 
 
VII. Appearance by Citizens  

none 
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VIII. Reports 

a. Update from Island Recreation Association.  Mr. Frank Soule welcomed the new 
Parks & Recreation Commissioners and gave a brief history of the Island Recreation 
Association.  
• Summer camp averaged 180 kids each day 
• The high school has new athletic director; looking forward to working together. 
• The Island Recreation Center provided approximately 200-225 swim lessons which 

is up about 10% from last year. 
• Some of the programs the Island Recreation Center offered this year are basketball 

camp, volleyball camp, lacrosse camp, and cheerleading camp. 
• Fall registration is beginning for soccer; we are developing Gator football and 

afterschool programs. 
• Water Fun Park days went well; not at the same level as last year. 
• Summer Jams, Tuesday night fireworks started out slow but have picked up. 
• The Island Recreation Center has a partnership with USCB for our Burgers & Brew 

event for Saturday, October 13 from 11am – 5pm at Shelter Cove Community Park. 
 
Commissioner Rath stated that the July 4th event was fantastic, great job! 

 
b. County Funding. Mr. Frank Soule stated that as a part of the Island Recreation 

Association budget we receive $140,000 a year from Beaufort County: $60,000 for pool 
and $80,000 for program support. When Beaufort County’s budget passed, we assumed 
that the full $140,000 remained in the budget. Eleven days into the fiscal budget, the Island 
Recreation Association were notified that $40,000 of the funding would not be available to 
us in this fiscal year.  This news came as a shock to us. A 29% budget cut without any 
notice. The Island Recreation Association contacted Beaufort County Council Members 
and Beaufort County staff.  We were then told the $140,000 was passed and we would 
receive the full $140,000 this fiscal year. That is the good news.  

 
However, with reassessment and future budget cuts, our funding could be reduced to 
$70,000 or less for the coming fiscal year. Now is the time to have the support of the Parks 
& Recreation Commission and others to begin fighting for the $140,000 for the next fiscal 
year.  We believe the funding for the Island Recreation Association should be more than 
$140,000 due to the much needed services we provide to the community and the County.  
We need some baseline level of support; our population is 35% of the overall County.  We 
are hoping to provide the community with an aquatics facility and to expand the Island 
Recreation Center in order to meet the growing needs of the community. We need to work 
with Beaufort County Council Members to make it happen.  

 
c. Update from Mr. Frank Babel. Mr. Babel reported on the following: 

• Condition of Pathways, new pathways and upcoming pathways 
• Bikeway system is safe, it works 
• Bicycle Advisory Committee accomplishments. 
• Pedal4Kids charity bike ride will be held on Saturday, September 29, 2012 

 
 
IX. Unfinished Business:   none 
 
X. New Business  
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a. Mid-year grant summary.  Ms. Marcy Benson provided a summary of grants and 
award activity for the 2012 calendar year.  

 
b. Recommendation on the Proposed Shelter Cove Community Park – Potential 

Park Elements.  Mrs. Jennifer Ray stated that Town Staff, Island Recreation 
Association and the mall developers (Blanchard and Calhoun, Mark Senn) have met on 
a couple of occasions to discuss the potential land swap for the park and how it can be 
designed and constructed to meet everyone’s needs.  The general design principles 
include a park that is flexible for various types of events, while encouraging regular 
day to day use in a passive manner.   

 
Mrs. Ray reviewed the proposed uses and the proposed physical improvements. 

 
Commissioner Rath stated that she visits the parks on Hilton Head Island several times 
a week for play dates and stated that larger pavilions and larger playgrounds as well as 
a splash pad are very much needed. Mrs. Ray stated a splash pad had not been 
discussed specifically.  
 
Chairman Stuckart made a motion that the Parks & Recreation Commission 
recommend to Town Council to approve the potential park elements as presented today 
to be used to further develop detailed plans for permitting and construction.  
Commissioner Rath seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

  
XI. Park Updates - none 
 
XII. Park Commissioner Comments: Commissioner Keber reported that the seven and eight  

year olds AA boys baseball team at HHBA went all the way to the final game of the Super 
Regional Championship in Alabama this week. They played very well this season and won 
the state championship. 
 
Commissioner Rath stated that the Town staff should be applauded for their hard work in 
keeping the parks in impeccable condition. The parks are getting a lot of use from visitors 
and residents. 

 
XIII.    Adjournment 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Eileen Wilson 
 
 
 
Approved by:    ___Approved 11/8/2012_______     

       Marc Stuckart, Chairman 
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