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    TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
                                              Regular Planning Commission 
                                    Wednesday, December 19, 2012 Meeting                       APPROVED            

                                        3:00p.m – Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers  
 
 
 
Commissioners Present:   Chairman Gail Quick, Vice Chairman Tom Lennox, David Bennett,           

Alex Brown, Terry Ennis, Bryan Hughes, Barry Taylor, and                 
Brian Witmer     

 
Commissioners Absent:    Jack Docherty  
  
Town Council Present:     None 
 
Town Staff Present:          Shawn Colin, Manager of Comprehensive Planning            

      Jayme Lopko, Senior Planner & Planning Commission Coordinator          
      Suzanne Brown, Addressing Technician 
      Kathleen Carlin, Secretary   
 
 

1.  Call to Order  
2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
3.  Roll Call 
4. Freedom of Information Act Compliance 

Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with 
the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

5.  Approval of Agenda         
 The agenda was approved as presented by general consent. 

6. Approval of Minutes            
 Prior to approval of the December 5, 2012 meeting minutes, Chester C. Williams, Esq., 
requested that the draft minutes be amended to more clearly reflect the comments presented 
at the meeting by Mrs. Julie Hallquist with regard to PPR120007, Chaplin Linear Park.         
Mr. Williams also requested that the documentation provided regarding PPR120007 be 
included as an attachment to the December 5, 2012 minutes for the record.  The Planning 
Commission discussed Mr. Williams’ proposed amendments to the minutes.                                                                                                                            

Chairman Quick then requested that a motion be made to accept the revisions proposed by 
Mr. Williams to the December 5, 2012 minutes.  Commissioner Ennis made the motion to 
accept the proposed amendments.  Commissioner Bennett seconded the motion and the 
motion passed with a vote of 8-0-0.   

Chairman Quick then requested that a motion be made to approve the draft minutes of the 
December 5, 2012 meeting as amended.  Vice Chairman Lennox made the motion to 
approve the December 5, 2012 minutes as amended.  Commissioner Ennis seconded the 
motion and the motion passed with a vote of 8-0-0.   
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7. Appearance by Citizens on Items Unrelated to Today’s Agenda                          
 None 

8.  Unfinished Business                                                                                                                    
 None  

9.    New Business 
a) Public Hearing 
STRNM120003 – Burkes Beach POA has requested to modify the name of First Street 
located off of Burkes Beach Road. Properties affected are on Beaufort County Tax Map 12 
identified as parcels 27-37, 59, and 60. The proposed name is Sea Front Lane.                             
 
Chairman Quick introduced the application and opened the public hearing for 
STRNM120003.  Chairman Quick reported that the staff will make one presentation that will 
cover all five of the modified street name applications.  The Planning Commission will, 
however, review and vote on each application individually.  Chairman Quick then requested 
that the staff make their presentation. 
 
Ms. Suzanne Brown made the presentation on behalf of staff.   The staff recommended that 
the Planning Commission approve the modified street name applications STRNM120003, 
STRNM120004, STRNM120005, STRNM120006, and STRNM120007 based on the review 
criterion outlined in the Land Management Ordinance and enclosed in the staff’s report.  
 
The current street names in the Burkes Beach Subdivision are more suitable for businesses 
and not a beach community. With the close proximity to the ocean, the subdivision would 
like to have more beach-oriented names. The proposed street names are unique and would 
help with safety response and deliveries.  Ms. Brown briefly reviewed the staff’s Findings of 
Fact and Conclusions of Law.  Staff recommended that the Planning Commission approve 
the Sea Front Lane street name. 
 
Following the staff’s presentation, Chairman Quick requested public comments and the 
following were received:  (1) Mr. Jim Kokinda, property owner, stated that the application 
contains a typographical error in the street name.  The correct street name is Sea Front Lane 
and not Sea Font Lane; (2) Mr. Carl Braden, property owner on Bradley Beach Circle, stated 
his concerns with the notification process for the application.   
 
Following these public comments, Chairman Quick stated that the public hearing for this 
application is closed.  Vice Chairman Lennox, Mrs. Jayme Lopko, and other Planning 
Commissioners discussed the staff’s notification process to area property owners.  Mr. 
Kokinda presented additional statements regarding the Burkes Beach Property Owners 
Association’s notification process.  Following final discussion by the Planning Commission, 
Chairman Quick requested that a motion be made. 
 
Commissioner Bennett made a motion to approve STRNM120003 as presented by the staff.  
Commissioner Witmer seconded the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
b) Public Hearing 
STRNM120004 – Burkes Beach POA has requested to modify the name of Second Street 
located off of Burkes Beach Road. Properties affected are on Beaufort Country Tax Map 12 
identified as parcels 39-45, 61-65, 75, 504 and 151. The proposed name is Sandy Beach 
Trail.    
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Chairman Quick introduced the application and opened the public hearing for 
STRNM120004.  Staff recommended that the Planning Commission approve the Sandy 
Beach Trail modified street name application based on the review criterion outlined in the 
Land Management Ordinance and contained in the staff’s report.   
 
Chairman Quick requested public comments on the application and the following were 
received:  (1) Mr. Bruce Wood, Vice President of the Burkes Beach Property Owners 
Association, presented statements regarding the areas affected by this application.  Mr. Wood 
also expressed his appreciation to Ms. Suzanne Brown for her assistance with the application;  
(2) Mr. Carl Braden, presented statements in concern of an access easement document for 
property in this area; (3) Chester C. Williams stated that he is not the legal representative of 
anyone with regard to this application.  Mr. Williams presented statements regarding the 
notification requirements for this application.  The Planning Commission and Mrs. Lopko 
discussed the access easement issue, the public right-of-way, and the ownership issue.  Mrs. 
Lopko presented additional comments regarding the public hearing and the notification 
process for this application.  Following the public comments, Chairman Quick stated that the 
public hearing for this application is closed.  Following discussion by the Planning 
Commission, Chairman Quick requested that a motion be made. 
 
Vice Chairman Lennox made a motion to approve STRNM120004 as presented by the staff.  
Commissioner Witmer seconded the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
c)    Public Hearing 
STRNM120005 – Burkes Beach POA has requested to modify the name of Third Street 
located off of Burkes Beach Road. Properties affected are on Beaufort County Tax Map 12 
identified as parcels 46-51 and 66-69. The proposed name is Barrier Beach Cove.   
 
Chairman Quick introduced the application and opened the public hearing for 
STRNM120005.  Staff recommended that the Planning Commission approve the Barrier 
Beach Cove modified street name application based on the review criterion outlined in the 
Land Management Ordinance and contained in the staff’s report.  Chairman Quick requested 
public comments on this application and none were received.  Chairman Quick then stated 
that the public hearing for this application is closed.  Following final discussion by the 
Planning Commission, Chairman Quick requested that a motion be made. 
 
Commissioner Bennett made a motion to approve STRNM120005 as presented by the staff.  
Commissioner Ennis seconded the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
d)  Public Hearing 
STRNM120006 – Burkes Beach POA has requested to modify the name of Fourth Street 
located off of Burkes Beach Road. Properties affected are on Beaufort County Tax Map 12 
identified as parcels 52-56 and 70-71. The proposed name is Shore Crest Lane.    

  
Chairman Quick introduced the application and opened the public hearing for 
STRNM120006.  Staff recommended that the Planning Commission approve the Shore Crest 
Lane modified street name application based on the review criterion outlined in the Land 
Management Ordinance and contained in the staff’s report.  Chairman Quick requested 
public comments on this application and none were received.  Chairman Quick then stated 
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that the public hearing for this application is closed.  Following discussion by the Planning 
Commission, Chairman Quick requested that a motion be made. 

 
Commissioner Taylor made a motion to approve STRNM120006 as presented by the staff.  
Commissioner Brown seconded the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
d) Public Hearing 
STRNM120007 – Burkes Beach POA has requested to modify the name of Fifth Street 
located off of Burkes Beach Road. Properties affected are on Beaufort County Tax Map 12 
identified as parcels 72-73, 337-339, 22F, 616, 606, 218, and 122. The proposed name is Surf 
Watch Way.    
 
Chairman Quick introduced the application and opened the public hearing for 
STRNM120007.   Staff recommended that the Planning Commission approve the Surf Watch 
Way modified street name application based on the review criterion outlined in the Land 
Management Ordinance and contained in the staff’s report.  Chairman Quick requested 
public comments for this application and none were received.  Chairman Quick then stated 
that the public hearing for this application is closed.  Following discussion by the Planning 
Commission, Chairman Quick requested that a motion be made. 
 
Commissioner Bennett made a motion to approve STRNM120007 as presented by the staff.  
Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 8-0-0. 
 
e) PPR120009 – Application for Public Project Review from the Town of Hilton Head Island 
for Coligny District Improvements. The project includes roadway and pedestrian crossing 
improvements, a central park space, pathways, picnic shelters, restrooms, streetscape and 
lighting improvements, parking, and facilities to partner with the University of South 
Carolina Beaufort.  Chairman Quick reported that this application has been withdrawn by 
the staff.   

 
10. Commission Business                                  

Chairman Quick presented a status update of the Planning Commission’s draft letter to Town 
Council detailing their concerns with PPR120007, Chaplin Linear Park.  This application was 
reviewed by the Planning Commission on December 5, 2012.   Chairman Quick thanked 
Vice Chairman Lennox for his assistance in drafting the letter.  The letter reflects the 
Planning Commission’s concerns with PPR120007 as stated at the December 5th meeting and 
reported in the minutes.  

Chairman Quick requested that staff distribute copies of the draft letter to all of the Planning 
Commissioners for their review.  Chairman Quick requested that the Planning 
Commissioners review the letter and provide comments, if needed.  Chairman Quick stated 
that she and Vice Chairman Lennox will deliver the final letter to Mayor Laughlin tomorrow 
afternoon.  Copies of the letter will be sent to Town Council.   

Chester C. Williams stated his opposition to the Planning Commission’s draft letter because 
he was not afforded an opportunity to include his client’s comments and concerns in the 
letter. Chairman Quick stated that Mr. Williams will be given an opportunity to review the 
letter following today’s meeting.  Vice Chairman Lennox stated that the letter should be 
authored by the Planning Commission based on the amended minutes of the December 5, 
2012 meeting.   Chairman Quick agreed with these comments.    
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Vice Chairman Lennox stated that the Planning Commission’s letter to the Mayor and Town 
Council will include a copy of the approved amended December 5, 2012 meeting minutes 
which include the comments made by Mr. Williams on behalf of his client.  

A copy of the draft letter was provided to Mr. Williams by the staff.  Mr. Williams discussed 
a couple parts of the draft letter with the Planning Commission.  The Planning Commission 
discussed the contents of the draft letter with Chairman Quick.  Mr. Shawn Colin reminded 
the Planning Commission that the final letter needs to accurately reflect the discussion held 
on   December 5, 2012.  Additional thoughts or comments cannot be included in the final 
letter.        

   11. Chairman’s Report                               
Chairman Quick stated that beginning in February 2013 the Planning Commission will begin 
a new procedure with the staff for the review of Public Project Review Applications.  The 
Comprehensive Plan Committee will have an opportunity to review Public Project Review 
applications before they appear before the full Planning Commission (like the LMO 
Committee reviews proposed amendments before they come before the full Planning 
Commission). Chairman Quick stated that having two opportunities to review PPR 
applications should be helpful to the full Planning Commission.     
                            

   12.     Committee Reports                        
None                            
         

   13.   Staff Reports                         
None 

   Prior to adjournment of the meeting, Dr. Rosemary Hirnko, citizen, requested an opportunity   
to address the Planning Commission.  Dr. Hirnko presented comments in concern of the 
communication between Mr. Carl Braden and the Planning Commission as part of the public 
hearings for applications STRNM120003 and STRNM120004.   

    14.    Adjournment                                     
The meeting was adjourned at 3:50p.m. 

 
   Submitted By:   Approved By:   January 2, 2013 

 
 

         __________________    _______________ 
         Kathleen Carlin                          Gail Quick                                      
         Secretary    Chairman 


