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    TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
                                              Regular Planning Commission 

                                    Wednesday, September 5, 2012 Meeting                     APPROVED             
                                        3:00p.m – Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers  
 
 
 
Commissioners Present:   Chairman Gail Quick, Vice Chairman Tom Lennox, Alex Brown,                

Barry Taylor, and Brian Witmer    
 
Commissioners Absent:    David Bennett, Bryan Hughes, Jack Docherty, and Terry Ennis, Excused 
  
Town Council Present:     Bill Ferguson 
 
Town Staff Present:          Jayme Lopko, Senior Planner & Planning Commission Coordinator          

      Marcy Benson, Senior Grants Administrator          
      Kathleen Carlin, Secretary    
 

1.  Call to Order  
2.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
3.  Roll Call 
4. Freedom of Information Act Compliance 

Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with 
the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

5.  Approval of Agenda         
 The agenda was approved as presented by general consent. 

6. Approval of Minutes                                                                                                                         
The Planning Commission approved the minutes of the August 15, 2012 meeting as presented 
by general consent.  

7. Appearance by Citizens on Items Unrelated to Today’s Agenda - None 

8.  Unfinished Business                                                                                                                    
 None  

9.    New Business 
   Public Hearing       

PPR120006 – Application for Public Project Review from the Town of Hilton Head Island for 
the construction of a sailing and rowing center to be used for non-motorized boating and water 
related recreational activities.  The project includes a pavilion, restrooms, parking, pier, and 
floating dock.   
 
Ms. Marcy Benson made the presentation on behalf of staff.  The staff recommended that the 
Planning Commission find this application to be compatible with the Town’s Comprehensive 
Plan for location character and extent based on those Findings of Facts and Conclusions of 
Law as determined by the LMO Official and enclosed in the staff report.   
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The Town of Hilton Head Island has identified the need to construct a community sailing and 
rowing center.  In 2005 a citizen’s group of sailing and rowing supporters approached Town 
Council with a request to construct a sailing and rowing center.  In 2006 the Parks and 
Recreation Commission recommended to Town Council the concept of developing a sailing 
and rowing facility at the former Seafood Co-op site located on Squire Pope Road.  From 2006 
until the present Town staff, neighborhood representatives, and sailing and rowing advocates 
met to develop a conceptual site layout plan, construction budget estimates and operational 
budget estimates.   

In July 2010 Town Council approved allocating funds in the fiscal year 2011 capital 
improvement budget for site clean-up which included demolition of the existing dilapidated 
dock and designated funding in the fiscal year 2012 for site design and construction. 

A public meeting was held on March 6, 2012 to present the conceptual site layout to the 
community and to solicit public feedback.  On March 8, 2012 the conceptual site layout was 
presented to the Parks and Recreation Commission and received a unanimous recommendation 
to proceed with procuring professional design services for the project.  In April 2012 a Request 
for Qualifications was issued by Town staff for project design services, and in July 2012 Wood 
+ Partners was selected.  The execution of the design contract is in its final stages.  

 
The Town of Hilton Head Island is proposing to build a new sailing and rowing center at the 
former Seafood Co-op site on Squire Pope Road.  The project includes an open air community 
pavilion, restrooms, parking infrastructure, utilities, a fenced boat storage area, a fixed pier and 
a floating dock along Skull Creek.  The Town desires the proposed improvements be designed 
and permitted by the fall of 2012 with construction beginning early 2013.   

 
The parking surface will mostly consist of asphalt with pervious parking spaces.  Proposed 
structures will be situated to minimize damage to existing trees.  Pedestrian access to the park 
will be provided across Squire Pope Road to the existing pedestrian pathway.  A crosswalk, 
with the ADA Detectable Warning Surface, will be used at the road crossing.  When the 
project is completed, the project area will be landscaped in a manner similar to other Town 
parks.   Ms. Benson briefly reviewed the staff’s Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law.   
 
The Planning Commission and Ms. Benson discussed the pavilion, the parking area, the pier, 
and the floating dock.  The Planning Commission and Ms. Benson also discussed how the 
sailing and rowing center will be used.  Following the staff’s presentation, Chairman Quick 
requested public comments.  Comments from the following citizens were received:  Mr. Luther 
Strayer, Mr. David Murray, Mr. John Rumsey, and Ms. Jocelyn Staigar all presented 
comments for the record.  Ms. Benson responded to several questions from these citizens 
regarding the public’s use of the project.  Following all public comments, Chairman Quick 
stated that the public hearing for this application is closed.   
 
As part of the Planning Commission’s discussion on the application, Vice Chairman Lennox 
stated that this project was included in the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) that was sent to 
Town Council last year. This public project is scheduled to be completed in 2014.   
 
Following final discussion by the Planning Commission, Chairman Quick requested that a 
motion be made finding that Application for Public Project Review PPR120006 is compatible 
with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan for location character and extent based on the staff’s 
Findings of Facts and Conclusions of Law.    
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Vice Chairman Lennox made the motion to approve Application for Public Project Review, 
PPR120006. The application is compatible with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan for location 
character and extent based on the staff’s Findings of Facts and Conclusions of Law.   
Commissioner Taylor seconded the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 5-0-0. 
 

10. Commission Business         
 None                                                                                                   

11. Chairman’s Report                       
a)   Chairman Quick stated that the Semi-Annual Activity Report (January – June 2012) will be 
presented to Town Council by past Chairman Loretta Warden   on Tuesday, September 18th at 
4:30p.m.   

 b)  Chairman Quick reported that she recently attended a quarterly meeting with Mayor 
Laughlin.                    

12.    Committee Reports                   
a)   Vice Chairman Lennox reported that the CIP Committee is scheduled to meet in the next 
couple of weeks.  The date for this meeting has not been determined and will be forwarded as 
soon as it is available.    

 b)   Chairman Quick reported that the Comp Plan Committee will meet on September 19th at 
1:00p.m.   

 c)   Chairman Quick reported that the LMO Committee (Chaired by Commissioner Bennett) is 
scheduled to meet on September 19th at 6:00p.m and on September 24th at 6:00p.m. 

 c)   Chairman Quick reported that the LMO Rewrite Committee is scheduled to meet on 
September 21st at 1:00p.m.                   

13. Staff Reports                
 None 
 
14.    Adjournment              
 The meeting was adjourned at 9:30a.m. 

 
 Submitted By:    Approved By:   October 3, 2012 
 
 

           __________________    _______________ 
           Kathleen Carlin  Gail Quick                                      
           Secretary     Chairman 
 
 
 
 


