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THE TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 

REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

Date:  Tuesday, March 19, 2013 Time: 4:00 P.M. 

Present from Town Council: Drew A. Laughlin, Mayor; Bill Harkins, Mayor Pro Tem; George 
Williams, Kim Likins, Lee Edwards, Marc Grant, John McCann, Council Members 

Present from Town Staff: Steve Riley, Town Manager; Greg DeLoach, Assistant Town 
Manager; Scott Liggett, Director of Public Projects and Facilities/Chief Engineer; Charles 
Cousins, Director of Community Development; Susan Simmons, Director of Finance; Julian 
Walls, Facilities Manager; Brian Hulbert, Staff Attorney; Heather Colin, Development Review 
Administrator; Jeff Buckalew, Town Engineer; Carey Gaffney, Stormwater Utility 
Administrator; Anne Cyran, Senior Planner; Vicki Pfannenschmidt, Executive Assistant 

Present from Media:  Brian Heffernan, Island Packet  
1)     CALL TO ORDER  

Mayor Laughlin called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.   

2)     PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 
3)     INVOCATION 
4) FOIA Compliance – Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and 

mailed in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head 
Island requirements. 

5)   Proclamations and Commendations 
6) Approval of Minutes 

a. Town Council Meeting – March 5, 2013 

Mr. Harkins moved to approve.  Mr. McCann seconded.  The minutes of the March 5, 2013 
Town Council meeting were unanimously approved by a vote of 7-0. 

7)  Report of the Town Manager 
a. Town Managers Items of Interest 

Mr. Riley reported on some items of interest. 

b. February, 2013 Policy Agenda, Management Targets and CIP Updates  

Mr. Riley noted the updates were included in the packet and he was available for any questions. 

c. FY 2013 Financial Statements thru December, 2012 

d. FY 2013 Financial Statements thru January, 2013 

Mr. Riley said he would be happy to answer questions concerning both reports.   
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8)  Reports from Members of Council 
a. General Reports from Council 

Mr. Harkins reported his visit with Chancellor Upshaw at USC-B resulted in him developing 
a greater understanding of the Town’s potential relationship with the University.  He 
suggested the development of a presentation to that effect for Council members to share with 
constituents.  

Mrs. Likins thanked staff on efforts within the community.  She said she had received calls 
from the Palmetto Dunes General Manager and the POA President both stating the positive 
and timely customer service they had received from staff which included the Town Manager. 

Mr. Edwards expressed concern over the timeline for the Economic Development 
Corporation and suggested the process be expedited.   Mr. Riley explained the posting for 
solicitation of board members was being posted by the end of the week and staff will have a 
recommendation on the process for selection on the April 2 Town Council Meeting agenda.   

Mr. Grant stated he had been approached by a citizen requesting a meeting with him 
concerning texting while driving and the potential of the issue being placed on a future Public 
Safety Committee meeting agenda.  Mr. Grant asked the Mayor if he could go ahead and 
meet with the citizen to discuss.  Mayor Laughlin agreed that Mr. Grant should hold the 
meeting.  Mr. Williams added that he had spoken with Senator Davis and a bill against 
texting while driving is in the House and Senator Davis felt it would pass the Senate if it gets 
out of the House and a Statewide ban would be the result. 

Mayor Laughlin noted the RBC Heritage was soon approaching with many improvements 
and encouraged all to attend.  He added that he had been informed there was optimism 
concerning obtaining the dredging permit in Sea Pines and if approved, work would begin in 
the fall. He emphasized there is no permit in hand at this time but there was optimism 
towards obtaining one.   

b. Report of the Intergovernmental Relations Committee – George Williams, Chairman 

Mr. Williams explained the Committee had met on Monday and received a presentation from 
Andy Twisdale and Daryl Ferguson, both with the SC Competitive Alliance, concerning the 
reform of insurance in South Carolina and the group’s dissatisfaction with the rate structure.  
He explained that South Carolina’s rates were higher than other gulf and coastal states.  He 
reported that after the presentation the Committee agreed to recommend that Town Council 
support the property insurance reform initiative and write a letter or take further action to 
indicate our support to the Insurance Commissioner, as well as the Governor.  Mr. Williams 
stated that later he spoke with Senator Davis on the issue and the Senator stated he felt the 
initiative would not succeed within the present legislative venue.  Mr. Williams stated with 
that in mind, rather proceed with the recommendation that came out of the Intergovernmental 
Relations Committee meeting, he would like the issue revisited by the Committee at the next 
scheduled meeting.   
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c.  Report of the Personnel Committee – Lee Edwards, Chairman 

No report. 

d. Report of the Planning & Development Standards Committee – John McCann, Chairman 

No report. 

e.  Report of the Public Facilities Committee – Kim Likins, Chairman 

No report. 

f.  Report of the Public Safety Committee – Marc Grant, Chairman 

No report. 

g.   Report of the LMO Rewrite Committee – Kim Likins, Ex-Officio Member 

Mrs. Likins reported the Committee met this past Thursday and discussed signage and 
developed recommendations concerning such.  She stated the Committee is scheduled to meet 
again on March 28 to review additional chapters. 

9)    Appearance by Citizens 
 Mr. Charles Lenzinger addressed Council concerning the planned traffic light at Leamington 
expressing his opposition to the location and cost.   

10)    Unfinished Business 
None. 

11)    New Business 
a. First Reading of Proposed Ordinance 2013-01  

First Reading of Proposed Ordinance 2013-01 to amend Title 16 of the Municipal Code of the 
Town of Hilton Head Island, South Carolina, the Land Management Ordinance, Chapter 4, 
Article XVII. This amendment, commonly referred to as the LMO Amendment to Amend 
Maximum Structure Height, as noticed in the Island Packet on December 30 2012, includes a 
revision to Chapter 4, Article XVII, Section I, Maximum Structure Height; and providing for 
severability and an effective date. 

Mr. Likins moved to approve.  Mr. McCann seconded.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 7-0. 

b. Consideration of a Recommendation – Stormwater Utility 
Consideration of a Recommendation that the Town Council of the Town of Hilton Head 
Island authorize transfers of $150,000 ($80,000 from Shamrock Circle and $70,000 from 
Jarvis Bypass Channel to Pump Stations) within the Stormwater Utility Fee Fund to afford 
the funding of unforeseen pump replacements.  This recommendation authorizes the work to 
begin promptly and will be followed with a formal comprehensive midyear budget ordinance.  
Staff also recommends that Council authorize the Town Manager or his designee to execute 
the contract for the stormwater pumps. 

Mr. Harkins moved to approve.  Mr. McCann seconded.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 7-0. 
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c.    Consideration of a Recommendation – Southern Beaufort County Corridor Review 
Board 
Consideration of the Town Council of the Town of Hilton Head Island to recommend to 
Beaufort County the reappointment of Joe Hall for a two year term to the Beaufort County 
Southern Corridor Review Board. 

Mr. Williams moved to approve.  Mrs. Likins seconded.  The motion was unanimously 
approved by a vote of 7-0. 

12)    Executive Session 
Mr. Riley stated he needed an Executive Session for contractual matters pertaining to land 
acquisition, including requests to purchase or impact Town-owned land; matters pertaining to the 
proposed location of new business to the area; legal matters pertaining to the possible settlement 
of pending litigation; and legal matters pertaining to threatened litigation.   

At 4:30 p.m. Mr. Harkins moved to go into Executive Session for the reasons given by the 
Town Manager.  Mrs. Likins seconded.  The motion was unanimously approved by a vote 
of 7-0. 

Mayor Laughlin called the meeting back to order at 5:40 p.m. and stated there was no business as 
a result of the Executive Session.    

13)    Adjournment 
Mr. Williams moved to adjourn.  Mr. McCann seconded.  The motion was approved by a 
vote of 6-0.  Mrs. Likins was in the building but did not make it back to the dais for the 
vote.  The meeting was adjourned at 5:41 p.m. 

 
___________________________ 

                                    Vicki Pfannenschmidt 
                                    Executive Assistant 
Approved: 

 

____________________________ 
Drew A. Laughlin, Mayor 
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