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TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 

                                    Planning Commission            Approved  
LMO REWRITE COMMITTEE MEETING 

January 9, 2014 Minutes 
   8:30a.m. – Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers                                                       

         
 

Committee Members Present:      Chairman Tom Crews, Vice Chairman Gail Quick, David Ames, 
David Bachelder, Irv Campbell, Walter Nester, Kim Likins, Ex-
Officio; and Charles Cousins, Ex-Officio  

  
Committee Members Absent:      Chris Darnell and Jim Gant     
 
Planning Commissioners Present: None 
   
Town Council Members Present:       None     
 
Town Staff Present:        Teri Lewis, LMO Official    
     Brian Hulbert, Staff Attorney 
     Heather Colin, Development Review Administrator 

Kathleen Carlin, Administrative Assistant 
 
 
1)  CALL TO ORDER 

Chairman Crews called the meeting to order at 8:30a.m.               
 
2) FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
 Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted and mailed in compliance with the 

Freedom of Information Act and Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 
 
3) APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
 The committee approved the agenda as presented by general consent.   
                                  
4) APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES  
 The committee approved the minutes of the December 12, 2013 meeting as presented by general 

consent.  The committee also approved the minutes of the December 18, 2013 meeting as presented 
by general consent. 

    
5) UNFINISHED BUSINESS                                                                                                                       

None  
  

     6)     NEW BUSINESS        
 a.   Review of Comparison Charts for the following zoning districts:  Coligny Resort, Community 

Commercial, Light Commercial, Main Street, Marshfront, Mitchelville, Resort Development, Sea 
Pines Circle, Stoney and Waterfront Mixed use.  Chairman Crews presented opening statements 
regarding today’s New Business and requested that Ms. Lewis make her presentation on behalf of 
staff.   

Ms. Lewis stated that at the December 18, 2013 meeting the LMO Rewrite Committee asked the 
staff to develop comparison charts for some of the newly created districts.  The purpose of the 
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charts is to compare the allowed uses, density and height in the new district with the allowed uses, 
density and height in the associated old districts.  The staff also plans to review some of the 
conditions, both specific conditions and where certain conditions apply as related to draft LMO 
Rewrite Chapters 3, 4 and 10.  

 
  Ms. Lewis distributed copies of the proposed new Zoning Map to each committee member. The 

staff and the committee discussed the newly created zoning districts and the associated 
comparison charts including the current uses and proposed uses, density and height requirements:  

  

1. CR (Coligny Resort):  Ms. Lewis identified the CR District on the proposed Zoning Map.  
The staff and the committee discussed the current CCW (Coligny Commercial Walking) 
District and the Proposed District CR (Coligny Resort) including the current and the proposed 
uses.  The committee presented comments regarding Gas Sales as permitted with conditions.  
The committee also discussed the ‘Office’ category as it relates to contractors with outside 
storage.  If outside storage is allowed in this district, it should be totally screened.   

      

2. CC (Community Commercial):   Ms. Lewis identified the CC District on the proposed 
Zoning Map.  The staff and the committee discussed the core area around Mathews Drive. The 
committee and staff discussed the definition of a ‘wholesale business’. Staff and the 
committee discussed ‘drive-thrus’ for eating establishments.  Staff recommended that ‘drive 
thru’ be allowed in this district.  The committee discussed ‘self-storage’ locations.  The staff 
will review this issue further based on today’s discussion.   

 
Chairman Crews presented comments regarding ‘wholesale’ business as it relates to the Use 
Table.  Chairman Crews stated that the comparison charts should be synced with the Use 
Table.  The committee discussed wholesale outlets as related to the Sam’s facility.  If Sam’s 
leaves, what can the facility be used for?  Staff and the committee discussed the distinction 
between wholesale and retail.  The committee and staff discussed contractors with outside 
storage in this district.  Should outside storage be eliminated in this district?  If outside storage 
is allowed, it should be totally screened.    

 
3. LC (Light Commercial):  Ms. Lewis identified the LC District on the Zoning Map. Much of 

the property in this district fronts on Highway 278.  Several committee members stated that 
contractors’ offices with outside storage should not be allowed on a major arterial. Ms. Lewis 
and the committee discussed height and density in this district.  Does the committee have any 
concerns with these? The current height is 45-ft. limit.  The committee and the staff discussed 
density for warehouse (we need to be careful that we do not create a new non-conformity.)  
Based on today’s discussion, the staff recommended that we blend contractors’ offices into 
regular offices where outside storage is allowed by condition in certain districts.   

 
4. Main Street:  Ms. Lewis identified the Main Street District on the Zoning Map.  Since the 

majority of the Main Street District is being pulled out of the PD-1 district (specifically out of 
portion of both the Hilton Head Plantation and Indigo Run Master Plans) it is difficult to 
create a comparison chart for this district.  The reason for this is that in a master planned area, 
the zoning and uses are assigned to each parcel rather than on a district wide basis.  The staff 
and the committee discussed the uses that will be added to this district.  The committee 
reviewed the Use Table and Ms. Lewis reviewed the current commercial uses that are allowed.   

The committee and the staff discussed the location of existing ‘drive thrus’ in this district.  
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The staff will confirm that ‘drive thrus’ do currently exist.  If ‘drive thrus’ do not currently 
exist, they will not be allowed in this district.  The staff will review this issue further.   

The staff and the committee discussed outside storage as it relates to bicycle use.  Ms. Lewis 
reviewed the definition of ‘open air sales’.  A couple of committee members suggested that 
‘open air sales’ be allowed in all commercial districts with conditions.   

Ms. Lewis and the committee reviewed the existing and the proposed uses in this district.  
Proposed building height is 45-ft.; Residential is 12-units per acre, and Hotel/Motel is 35 
rooms per acre; Non-residential is 9,000 sq. ft. 

Chester C. Williams and Ms. Lewis discussed the proposed reduction in height and in density 
for this district. The committee had recommended a density of 9,000 square feet per acre, but 
the staff is open to increasing the density to 10,000 square feet per acre if the committee 
agrees.   

Height of 75-ft. is currently allowed and was reduced to 45-ft. at the committee’s 
recommendation.  The staff is open to keeping the 75-ft. height limit if the committee agrees.  
Following their discussion, the committee agreed to keeping the height limit at 45-ft.  They 
agreed to increase the density in this district from 9,000 square feet per acre to 10,000 square 
feet per acre.    

  

5. MF (Marshfront District): - Ms. Lewis identified the Marshfront District on the zoning Map. 
Ms. Lewis and the committee discussed the proposed and allowed uses.  Citizen, Mr. Thomas 
Barnwell presented in-depth public comments regarding the uses allowed in this district and 
the density allowed.  Chester C. Williams discussed the RM-4 district and the committee and 
staff decided to keep the conversation on track with a review of the Marshfront Zoning 
District.    

The committee discussed increasing the density on Highway 278 as it relates to access issues.  
Conditions with respect to access will be important.  Four units per acre will be kept as the 
base density and the allowance of additional density up to eight will be considered as a bonus.  
The committee stated that we are trying to encourage development in certain areas on the 
island.  We need to give a developer the opportunity to actually build in a certain area with 
conditions.  The committee should consider structuring the density on the size of the parcel.  
Narrow parcels fronting on Highway 278 will require special care due to high visibility.  

We can be more flexible on Marshland Road with increased heights and density with 
conditions.  The committee discussed traffic issues on a minor arterial.  Density could be 
increased to six units per acre with a bonus up to 12.  Frontage on a major arterial will need to 
be with conditions.  Ms. Lewis stated that staff will work on the language.  The committee and 
the staff also discussed the uses in this district.   

 

6. Mitchelville: Ms. Lewis identified the Mitchelville District on the Zoning Map and presented 
an overhead review of the district.  The comparison charts are particularly helpful in reviewing 
this district.  The staff and the committee discussed the existing and the proposed uses.  The 
staff and the committee also discussed the commercial uses and hotel/motel uses in this district.  
Four dwelling units per acre in this district.    

Citizen, Mr. Perry White presented public statements in opposition to the creation of the 
Mitchelville district.  Mr. White stated that he is concerned with the lack of economic 
development opportunities for native islanders for the development of their properties in this 
district.   
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Mr. White discussed the history of the Mitchelville area and stressed the importance of 
increasing economic development opportunities by way of increased density and additional 
uses.  Mr. White and Mr. Barnwell presented statements in concern of fairness to the native 
island community with the new Land Management Ordinance (LMO).     

Chairman Crews thanked Mr. Perry White for his comments and invited discussion by the 
committee.  The committee discussed the current WMU (Waterfront Mixed Use) district 
including the density and uses.  Ms. Lewis asked the committee if they wanted to eliminate the 
Mitchelville District and return to the WMU (Waterfront Mixed Use) District.  The committee 
decided that it would be best to keep the uses in the existing WMU District; however, in 
recognition of the history of the area, the district should be called Mitchelville.    

Mr. White and the committee discussed several pieces of native islander property in this 
district.  Ms. Lewis presented comments regarding the RM-4 portion along Port Royal.  The 
staff and committee discussed keeping the density at 12-units per acre.  Mr. Perry White 
recommended that the density be increased to 16-units per acre.   

Chairman Crews stated that the subject matter is very important and needs to be discussed 
more fully at the next committee meeting (based on the lack of time at today’s meeting).  
Chairman Crews stated that it will be important to have full committee attendance at the next 
meeting.   

Ms. Lewis and the committee discussed the potential date for the next committee meeting.    
Several committee members stated that they will not be available to meet next week.  The next 
meeting date will probably be Thursday, January 23, 2014 at 8:30a.m.  The staff will follow up 
with the committee members who are absent from today’s meeting.  Following final comments, 
the meeting was adjourned. 

                                                                                                                  
      7)      ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 11:10a.m. 

 
Submitted by:             Approved by:     January 23, 2014 
 

 _____________________           ________________ 
 Kathleen Carlin     Tom Crews 
    Administrative Assistant    Chairman 


