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The Town of Hilton Head Island 
Parks & Recreation Commission 

Thursday, January 9, 2014 
3:30 p.m. 

 
 
Members Present: Theresa Bennett, Peter Keber, Fred Lowery, Heather Rath, Andrew 

Schumacher,  
 
Members Absent: Michael Weaver 
 
Town Staff: Charles Cousins, Marcy Benson, Julian Walls 
 
Other: Frank Soule, Executive Director for Island Recreation Association;  

Frank Babel, Cycling Advocate  
 
 
I. Call to Order 

Chairman Rath called the meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. 
 

II. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
III.  Freedom of Information Compliance 

Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted and mailed in compliance 
with the Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

 
IV.  Approval of Minutes 

The minutes of the Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting of November 14, 2013 were 
approved as presented. 

 
V. Appearance by Citizens – None 

   
VI. Reports 

a.  Update from Island Recreation Association. Mr. Frank Soule reported that the 
youth programs, after-school programs, child care and athletics are all going strong.  
The Senior Center had a first time trip to James County Park for a light display in 
December.  The November Turkey Trot had over 1,600 participants. USCB students 
helped out with an Elf Contest at the Winter Fest.  During 2014 the Island Recreation 
Association will be involved in following (just to name a few): the Island Recreation 
Center Enhancement/Expansion project, work with PALS on field maintenance, 
continue with Outreach Program, work with Town staff on a parking plan for the new 
park at Shelter Cove.  
 
Chairman Rath asked Mr. Soule what three things this Commission could assist the 
Island Recreation Center with.  Mr. Soule replied:  1) the enhancement/expansion of 
the recreation center; 2) continue advancement of a water park; 3) figure out how the 
Shelter Cove Park will work. 
 

b. Update from Mr. Frank Babel.  Mr. Babel gave a summary of the goals and projects 
of the Bicycling Advisory Committee. Mr. Babel stated that 2013 was a good year for 
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the HHI Biking Ambassador Program with 35 volunteers and growing. The HHI 
Bicycling Advisory Committee has a lot of activities planned for 2014.  
Chairman Rath asked Mr. Babel if there was anything that this Commission could 
assist with.  Mr. Babel asked for three people to volunteer to be on the Bicycling 
Advisory Committee.   

 
VII. Unfinished Business -  none 
 
VIII.   New Business  

a. 2013 year-end grant summary:  Ms. Marcy Benson reviewed the summary of grant 
and award activity for the 2013 calendar year. There was brief discussion on the 
process for seeking grants for specific projects. 

 
IX. Park Updates – Mr. Julian Walls reported that the new pavilion for Jarvis Creek is 

expected to be complete in early spring and late spring for the new pavilion in Chaplin 
Community Park. A new racquet ball court is planned for Chaplin.     

 
X. Park Commissioner Comments  

Chairman Rath stated that she and Commission Keber had a positive meeting with Mr. 
Steve Riley and Mr. Charles Cousins to discuss modifying the role of the Parks & 
Recreation Commission.  Another meeting is planned for next week and Chairman Rath 
will keep the Commissioners informed.  
 
Chairman Rath stated that she will be presenting to the Greater Island Committee next 
Thursday on behalf of the Parks & Recreation Commission and asked the Commissioners 
to provide any input. 
 
Commissioner Noonan suggested that the Leadership should present to this Commission 
what they are working on at Jarvis Creek Park. 
 

XI. Adjournment 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by Eileen Wilson 
 
 
 
Approved by:    _Approved 2/13/2014________     

        Heather Rath, Chairman 
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