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TOWN OF HILTON HEAD ISLAND 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING 

 
 
Date:   July 7, 2014                                                  Time: 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
Members Present: Marc A. Grant, Chairman; John J. McCann and Bill Harkins, Council 

Members  
 
Members Absent: None 
 

Town Staff Present: Brian Hulbert, Staff Attorney; Greg DeLoach, Assistant Town Manager; 
Tom Fultz, Director of Administrative Services; Rene Phillips, Website 
Administrator; and Lynn Buchman, Administrative Assistant 

Others Present: Sheriff P.J. Tanner, Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office; Capt. Joey 
Woodward, Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office; Kiera Morris, Beaufort 
County Sheriff’s Office; 1st Sgt. Dennis Boniecki, SC Highway Patrol; and 
Eleanor O’Key, Lowcountry Inside Track 

Media Present: None 
 

 
1. Call to Order  
2. Freedom of Information Act Compliance 
Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with the 
Freedom of Information Act and the Town of Hilton Head Island requirements. 

3.  Approval of Minutes 
a. Regular Public Safety Committee Meeting of June 2, 2014 

A motion to approve the minutes of the June 2, 2014 meeting of the Public Safety Committee was 
made by Mr. Harkins and seconded by Mr. McCann. The motion was approved by a vote of 3-0.  

4. Unfinished Business    
None 

5. New Business 

a. Consideration of a Request to Amend the Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) 
Contract Dated January 17, 2012.  Review of BCSO Traffic Tickets and Warnings 
and S.C. Highway Patrol Traffic Enforcement, and Other Data Presented by BCSO. 

Brian Hulbert, Staff Attorney, reminded the Committee that at a recent Budget Workshop the 
Council had discussed with Sheriff Tanner the possibility of removing the 4-member traffic team 
requirement from the BCSO contract to allow those officers to be assigned as needed by the 
Sheriff’s Office in lieu of the Sheriff’s request for a 3-member special unit.  Town Council was 
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presented with a proposed contract amendment, and a motion was made to send the request to the 
Public Safety Committee to determine whether this was in the Town’s best interests.   

Capt. Joey Woodward, Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office, addressed questions from the Committee 
about the use of the 4-member traffic team designated under the current contract.  He noted their 
primary function is traffic control, including working wrecks, keeping traffic flowing on US 278, 
and anything traffic related, and there are times when they are used in emergencies as needed.  Mr. 
Hulbert noted one difference being proposed is that the current traffic team shift of 7 AM to 7 PM 
would change, so they could be utilized when the criminal activity is highest in certain areas.  He 
explained this would supplant the overtime currently being paid for the bar patrol, with flexible 
hours assigned to augment the forces on the Island at night when crimes are occurring. 

Mr. McCann expressed concern about traffic control and traffic ticketing if the traffic team is 
reassigned for other functions.  Capt. Woodward assured the Committee that all the officers assigned 
to the Southern Division would still write tickets.   

Sheriff P.J. Tanner, Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office, confirmed for Chairman Grant and the 
Committee that the deputy sheriffs would continue to conduct traffic control and ticketing, including 
the 4 that would be assigned to work from 7 PM to 3 AM when the calls for service are the highest 
during the summer.  He noted there are deputy sheriffs working 24 hours per day, 7 days per week 
on Hilton Head Island, with all of them involved in traffic enforcement.   

Sheriff Tanner assured Mr. Harkins and Chairman Grant that there should be no negative impact on 
traffic enforcement or responses to traffic accidents.  He explained the need to use all the assets 
assigned to Hilton Head Island and deploy those resources appropriately based on calls for service, 
which would require an amendment to the existing contract, which he supported.  He noted the 
alternative would be the need for a budget increase of $435,000 for a 4-person special enforcement 
unit.  Sheriff Tanner assured the Committee that between the BCSO and the Highway Patrol, traffic 
is handled on Hilton Head Island and Beaufort County in totality.   

Sheriff Tanner discussed briefly the need at some point in time to add additional deputies to Hilton 
Head Island due to the increase in population, the numbers of tourists, and the higher number of calls 
for service.  Sheriff Tanner noted that outside of a budget increase, the amendment in the contract 
allowing the deployment of resources as needed based on calls for service is the appropriate way to 
proceed, and this will cause no harm to law enforcement on Hilton Head Island. 

Mr. Hulbert pointed out there is a 3-year contract with the Town that expires in January, so this 
discussion about deployment may also come up in December before renewal of the contract in 
January of 2015. 

Greg DeLoach, Assistant Town Manager, noted that the Committee had also requested information 
about the Highway Patrol presence on Hilton Head Island, and the Sheriff’s Office had invited a 
representative to attend today’s meeting. 

1st Sgt. Dennis Boniecki, Post Commander for the Highway Patrol, who is in charge of Beaufort and 
Jasper Counties, assured the Committee that there is frequently a highway patrol officer on the 
Island during the course of the day enforcing traffic.  1st Sgt. Boniecki indicated there was no set 
time schedule, but noted their presence predominantly at night, particularly late on Fridays and 
Saturdays, and early morning enforcement of the seat belt law.  He advised there are 2 troopers who 
live on the Island, and take their cars home with them. 
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Chairman Grant thanked 1st Sgt. Boniecki for his comments and asked for public comments, but 
there were none. 

A motion was made by Mr. Harkins that the Committee recommend to Town Council that that the 
Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) Contract Dated January 17, 2012, be amended to remove 
the requirement for BCSO to provide a four member traffic enforcement team as discussed by Town 
Council.  Mr. McCann seconded the motion, and the motion was approved by a vote of 3-0. 

6. Adjournment 
At 10:21 a.m. Mr. Harkins moved to adjourn the meeting and Mr. McCann seconded.  The motion 
was approved by a vote of 3-0.   

 

                           Respectfully submitted: 

 
                             ______________________________ 
                            Lynn W. Buchman 

Administrative Assistant 
Approved by: 
 
__________________________/______  
Marc A. Grant, Chairman 


