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  Town of Hilton Head Island 

                                                  Design Review Board                                      Approved   

                              Minutes of the Tuesday, October 27, 2015 Meeting   

1:15p.m. – Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers 

 

 

 

Board Members Present: Chairman Jake Gartner, Vice Chairman Dale Strecker,                   

Michael Gentemann, Debbie Remke, and Brian Witmer  

 

Board Members Absent: Ron Hoffman and Kyle Theodore 

 

Town Council Present: None   

 

Town Staff Present: Jennifer Ray, Urban Designer   

Richard Spruce, Plans Examiner 

Chris Darnell, Landscape Associate 

Anne Cyran, Senior Planner 

Heather Colin, Development Review Administrator  

Kathleen Carlin, Administrative Assistant 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

Chairman Gartner called the meeting to order at 1:15p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

3. Freedom of Information Act Compliance  

 

4. Approval of the Agenda 

   The Board approved the agenda as submitted by general consent.  

 

5. Approval of the Minutes 

The Board approved the minutes of the October 13, 2015 meeting as submitted by general consent.   

 

6. Staff Report    

a) Ms. Ray stated that the staff will provide Board training immediately following today’s meeting.  

The topic is “Board Responsibilities and Etiquette.”   

b) Ms. Ray stated that the town has hired a new staff member, Mr. Chris Darnell, Landscape 

Associate.  As part of his duties, Mr. Darnell will be in charge of Minor Corridor Reviews as well 

as inspections of projects approved by the DRB with conditions.     

 

7. Board Business 

None 

 

8. Unfinished Business 

None 
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9. New Business 

A. Alteration/Addition 

1) Graves Warehouse   DRB-001757-2015                                                                                                               

Ms. Ray introduced the project and stated its location, 17 Dunnagan’s Alley.  The applicant 

proposes to renovate the exterior appearance of the existing building by providing a covered 

walkway and outdoor dining areas. Ms. Ray presented an in-depth overhead review of the 

application. The Sea Pines Commercial ARB has reviewed and approved the project with a strong 

suggestion that the exterior be re-painted to match.  The staff recommends approval with the 

following conditions:  (1) building be repainted consistently before addition of covered walkway; 

(2) provide manufacturer’s cut sheets for all exterior lighting; (3) more landscaping and more 

variety should be  included in landscape plan; (4) provide details or manufacturer’s cut sheets for 

planters with proposed landscape material be submitted for review and approval.  Following the 

staff’s presentation, Chairman Gartner requested that the applicant make his presentation.   

 Mr. Sam McCleskey and Mr. Robert Graves presented statements in support of the application and 

clarified questions regarding submitted details not used on the project.  A future phase will include 

the addition of Bahama shutters and will modify existing doors and storefront. The building will be 

100% sprinkled versus adding a fire wall extension.  The paving at the outdoor seating and covered 

walkway will be saw cut concrete with broom finish and brick dividers.  Following the applicant’s 

presentation, Chairman Gartner invited comments from the Board.   

The Board stated that this is an exciting project and will be a great improvement to the area.  The 

Board discussed the outside wall mounted light fixtures and stated that manufacturer’s cut sheets 

will be required. The Board stated that the stucco building needs to be painted and the applicant 

should submit color samples to the staff for review and approval. The Board stated that more 

variety in native plant material is needed with taller plant material needed in the parking lot.  The 

number of Ligustrum should be reduced and replaced with native plant material. The landscaping 

between the street and the building should be beefed up.   

Following final comments by the Board, Chairman Gartner made a motion to approve                                

DRB-001757-2015 with the following conditions:  (1) manufacturer’s cut sheets for the wall 

mounted light fixtures are to be reviewed and approved by staff; (2) stucco buildings shall be 

painted with the paint color to be reviewed and approved by staff; (3) reduce the number of the 

Ligustrum and replace them with native and naturalized plant material; (4) specs for the 

landscaping pots shall be submitted to the staff   for review and approval; (5) the project is to be 

100% sprinkled.  Mr. Gentemann seconded the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 5-0-0. 

 

2)  Outdoor Dining Patio (Wren – SCTC)  DRB-001678-2015                                                                                  

Ms. Ray introduced the application and stated its location, 28 Shelter Cove Lane.  This project was 

previously approved by the Board to add an outdoor patio with planter walls.  Ms. Ray presented an 

in-depth overhead review of the revised application.  The applicant proposes to revise the 

previously approved patio to shift away from the front of an adjacent building and add a covering 

over the patio.  The Shelter Cove Company’s ARB has reviewed and approved the revisions.   The 

staff recommends approval with the condition that the applicant address the existing light fixture 

that will be in conflict with the proposed patio covering.  Following staff’s presentation, Chairman 

Gartner requested that the applicant make his presentation. 

Mr. Don Baker, Square Feet Island Architects, presented statements in support of the application.  

Mr. Baker stated that the site is situated between the front and side entry doors.  Mr. Baker stated 

that the roof is a TPO flat roof and lighting will be can lights. The existing light fixture will be 
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removed so there will be no conflict with the proposed patio covering.     

The Board discussed the application including the elevations, planter pilaster/columns, and existing 

sidewalk. The Board agreed that the post light should be eliminated. The Board confirmed that the 

planters are proposed to be lower than the columns and recommended the sidewalk should be 

moved for better consistency and the columns for the dining area should be symmetrical on the 

outside wall at the driving lane. The Board also recommended that the applicant consider saw-

cutting a piece of the sidewalk for better blending.  Following final comments by the Board, 

Chairman Gartner requested that a motion be made. 

Vice Chairman Strecker made a motion to approve DRB-001678-2015 with the following 

conditions:  (1) the existing Palmetto Electric light fixture be removed or relocated; (2) the stucco 

pilasters/columns be evenly spaced at the driving lane side; (3) the planter and pilaster/columns 

heights and materials match the sections in lieu of what is shown on the elevations; (4) the existing 

sidewalk be widened where it is currently shown to taper at the new patio extension ensuring a 

consistent appearance matching the existing; (5) any new light fixtures, fans, or heaters be reviewed 

and approved by staff; (6) the new doors match the existing storefront.  Mr. Gentemann seconded 

the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 5-0-0. 

     

3) Wendy’s  DRB-001915-2015                                                                                                                      

Ms. Ray introduced the application and stated its location, 2 Nature’s Way.  The applicant proposes 

to renovate the existing restaurant to include installing nichiha wall panels over existing upper 

brickwork, painting existing metal fascia dark bronze, and painting existing sconces dark bronze. 

“Black out” screening will be added at two windows facing Pembroke Drive.  Proposed revisions 

are per recommendations from corporate Wendy’s while adhering to the town’s Design Guides.  

Ms. Ray presented an in-depth overhead review of the application.   The staff recommended 

approval with the condition that fascia and fixtures be painted to match existing roof color rather 

than dark bronze as submitted.  Following staff’s presentation, Chairman Gartner requested that the 

applicant make his presentation. 

Mr. Michael Griffiths, Architect, presented comments regarding the dark bronze paint color for the 

metal fascia.  Following the applicant’s presentation, Chairman Gartner requested statements from 

the Board.   

The Board discussed the application and agreed that the proposed dark bronze color for the metal 

trim is too dark.  The Board recommended that a different color be selected that matches the roof.    

Following final comments by the Board, Chairman Gartner requested that a motion be made. 

Mr. Gentemann made a motion to approve DRB-001915-2015 with the following condition:  (1) 

the paint color for the fascia and light fixtures will match the existing roof.  Mr. Witmer seconded 

the motion and the motion passed with a vote of 5-0-0.  

   

4) Island Rec Center (Shelter Cove Community Park)  DRB-001923-2015                                                                

Ms. Ray introduced the application and stated its location, 39 Shelter Cove Lane.  The applicant 

proposes to add a retractable awning to the Performance Pavilion.  Ms. Ray presented an in-depth 

overhead review of the application.  Shelter Cove Company’s ARB has reviewed and approved the 

project.  The staff recommends approval with the following conditions:  (1) Sunbrella fabric in 

“Forest Green” should be replaced with fabric to match “Aged Copper” roof; (2) consider way to 

mount awning to beam under edge of roof.  Following the staff’s presentation, Chairman Gartner 

requested that the applicant make his presentation.  Mr. Paul Conroy, Coastal Canvas Products, 

presented statements in support of the application. The applicant provided photos of fabric colors 
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and mounting materials for the Board’s review. Following the applicant’s presentation, Chairman 

Gartner requested statements from the Board.   

The Board agreed that the proposed awning color should be changed to match the roof. The Board 

stated that the wood laminated beam is a very attractive feature of the project and should not be 

obstructed from view. The Board discussed the potential option of constructing a soffit for a soffit 

mount option.  An under mount will not be as noticeable from a distance. The Board stated their 

concern with the aesthetics of the project and stated that a portable option may be preferred.   

Following final comments by the Board, Chairman Gartner requested that a motion be made. 

Ms. Remke made a motion to approve DRB-001923-2015 with the following conditions:  (1) the 

awning should be a retractable awning with the awning color matching the roof.  Mr. Gentemann 

seconded the motion and the motion failed with a vote of 1-4-0.   The Board recommended that the 

applicant consider a third option.  The Board recommended that the mounting be integrated into the 

existing design so that it does not block or disrupt the laminated beam or exposed rafter tails. The 

applicant will restudy the project and may return to the Board at a later date. 

10) Appearance by Citizens                                                                                                                                   

None 

11)          Adjournment                                                                                                                                                                                         

The meeting was adjourned at 2:40p.m. 

 

      Submitted By:         Approved By:    November 10, 2015 

       

      ___________________         _________________ 

      Kathleen Carlin         Jake Gartner  

      Administrative Assistant         Chairman 

 


