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Mayor’s Note

One thing never gets old, 
the Island has achieved 
distinction again on 2 fronts: 

Parents magazine, with 2.2 million 
readers and 817,000 visitors each 
month to its website, chose Hilton 
Head Island as the number 1 beach 
town in the nation, and, less sexy 
but all the more important, the Town 
maintained high marks by bond 
rating agencies who cited, among 
other things, the “strong financial 
policies” the town employs.  Parents 
magazine credited our beaches, 
view of the stars, children-focused 
museums and recent and significant 
redevelopment on the Island. Neither 
of these 2 distinctions happened by 

accident, rather, with 
private and public 
commitments, we 
have distinguished 
ourselves. Behind 
the private and 
public achievements, we acknowledge 
the support of all residents.

With the gradual recovery of the economy 
and efforts by the Hilton Head Island-
Bluffton Chamber of Commerce, we 
are observing a corresponding uptick 
in occupancy at hotels and short-term 
rentals. I am told many visitors are staying 
longer than in recent years. The Chamber 
recently stated that through April, 
occupancy was up 7 percent. This bodes 
well for residents as well because visitors 
are asked to share the cost of beach re-
nourishments, beach park maintenance, 
police and beach lifeguard and other 
beach services. This spreads the cost 
rather than relying solely on residents. 

More positive news comes our way in the 
form of a recovering real estate market. 
Median sale prices have increased on 
the Island, inventories are dropping, and 
there appears to be a bottoming out of 
the real estate market nationally. While 
building permits have also increased, 
much of that is due to redevelopment 

which is good, but I would sure like to 
see homebuilding recover more.
 
Town Council has had more meetings 
than I can count the last few months 
with the budget, board and commission 
interviews, council subcommittee 
meetings, and interview with 
prospective Economic Development 
Board members. Approximately 47 
candidates were considered and 
slightly less than 20 were interviewed. 
Appointments are expected to be made 
by Council at its August 6th meeting.

The Board will begin meeting soon and 
I want to thank Town Council for the 
time and effort in creating the Board 
and selecting these great volunteers.  
I would also like to thank all of those 
who applied and for their willingness to 
devote their time for the improvement 
of our Island.

Finally, Town Council adopted a texting 
while driving ban and more information 
about this law is found on page 3.

projection televisions and 
countless cell phones, 
radios and miscellaneous electronic 
devices.  Last but not least, the 
Beaufort County Sheriff’s Department 
collected 85 lbs. of prescription drugs. 
We saw a 7% increase in traffic over 
the previous year. In recent years, 
the intake of hazardous materials has 
slowly decreased while our E-Waste 
volume has been steadily growing. 
Since inception, we have collected 
and recycled over 750,000 lbs. of 
hazardous materials and E-Waste

We have installed 110 new beach signs 
recently which feature a more subtle 
design than those they replace. We’ve 
taken the big red “NO” off the sign 
and provided more information about 
designated swimming areas, when 
animals are permitted on the beach 
and various other regulations. We 
hope these new signs achieve a more 
welcoming tone while at the same time 
alerting beach visitors to the fact that 
we do have rules to live by.   

positions and with decreased costs 
related to turnover. We have increased our 
services with no millage rate increase this 
year. The Town’s larger projects planned 
for fiscal year 2014 are park developments 
at a community dock on Squire Pope 
Road with dock and pier components 
and Chaplin Linear Park; new facilities at 
Coligny/Pope Initiative Area; pathways at 
Pembroke and Gardner Drives; roadway 
improvements at Leamington/Fresh 
Market Shoppes; and beach management 
projects for an emergent issue named 
Ocean Point and early stages of the next 
major renourishment planned in 2015. 

The Fire & Rescue Department held 
its tenth Household Hazardous Waste 
Round Up on April 27th. Approximately 
1,400 cars came through our facility during 
the event dropping off almost 82,000 lbs. 
of materials. The Round Up collected 
almost 36,000 lbs. of paints, pesticides, 
batteries, and other hazardous materials. 
Additionally, over 45,000 lbs. of E-Waste 
was collected including; 181 personal 
computers, 180 computer monitors, more 
than 150 printers, 338 televisions, 20 large 

Town Manager’s Note

Town Council adopted our FY 
2013/2014 annual budget. We 
developed our budget with the 

view of an improving Island economy 
recovering from the economic 
recession. The Town is experiencing 
slightly higher revenues in most 
revenue sources and has presented 
a budget that reflects Town Council’s 
adopted strategic plan. Over the last 
several years, we reduced personnel 
expenditures by eliminating 16 
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Hurricane Preparedness

The Governor of South Carolina may issue a 
mandatory evacuation. You are encouraged to 
evacuate when instructed.  Evacuations of spe-
cific areas occur because authorities determine 
that there is an immediate threat to your life and 
safety. PREPARE NOW. Know the hurricane evac-
uation routes and where you will go if evacuated.  
Anticipate that roads on and off the Island will be 
congested and difficult to maneuver. The best 
option is to leave early if possible and have mul-
tiple options for your final destination.

If you don’t have reliable transportation of your 
own, you need to determine in advance what 
other options are available from your family, neigh-
bors or local government.  Please contact Hilton 
Head Island’s Emergency Management Office 
in advance at (843) 682-5156 if you do not have 
transportation off the Island so we can assist you. 
For major evacuations, a shuttle will be provided 
from various locations on the Island to the Hilton 
Head Island Airport where residents and visitors 
will be transported to a mainland, public shelter.

The following are pick-up points to be transported 
to the Hilton Head Island Airport where residents 
and visitors will be transported to a public shelter 
on the mainland via Palmetto Breeze buses:

After-the-Storm Contact Information
While out of town, you can obtain updated information 

regarding Hilton Head Island by calling this toll free
number: 1-800-963-5023. Recorded messages will 
advise of road conditions, damage estimates, utility 

restoration, shelter information, re-entry times, and other 
pertinent information. You may also access this 

information on the following websites 
 www.hiltonheadislandsc.gov and www.bcgov.net

Evacuation Plans
Beaufort County Residents 
will be required to take pre-

determined routes depending 
on where they live. 

•	 151 Gumtree Road (in front of the Boys and 
Girls Club)

•	 173 Marshland Road (in front of the Sea Island 
Chapel)

•	 430 William Hilton Parkway (in front of Pineland Station)
•	 450 Spanish Wells Road (in front of Grace Community 

Church)
•	 24 Pope Avenue (in front of Holy Family Catholic 

Church)
•	 663 William Hilton Parkway (in front of Hilton Head 

Resort) 

If you have a medical condition that requires special 
attention or care, please contact the Hilton Head Island 
Emergency Management Office at (843) 682-5156, before 
an event, in order to provide you assistance in developing 
your evacuation plan.

We are now officially back into the six month hurricane season. We should all take the time to develop an emergency kit and 
hurricane evacuation plan. The Town has worked with county and state officials to develop comprehensive plans to respond 
effectively and to ease the evacuation and re-entry processes. In addition, we have also developed strategies to expedite and 
ease our recovery efforts by establishing an emergency reserve account to fund these activities and by amending our Land 
Management Ordinance to facilitate a rapid reestablishment of our community following a hurricane or other disaster. The 
better prepared you are, the faster our community will be able to recover. Your Town wants you to be prepared for whatever 
comes our way this year.

Prepare Your Home
•	 Consider covering all of your home’s windows with pre-cut ply wood or hurricane shutters to protect your windows from 

high winds.
•	 Plan to bring in all outdoor furniture, decorations, garbage/recycling cans and anything else that is not tied down.
•	 Keep all trees and shrubs well-trimmed so they are more wind resistant.
•	 Ensure a supply of water for sanitary purposes such as cleaning and 

flushing toilets. Fill the bathtub and other large containers with water.
•	 Document, photograph or videotape possessions for insurance purposes.
•	 Close interior doors.

Prepare Your Business
•	 Carefully assess how your company functions, both internally and exter-

nally, to determine essential personnel, materials, procedures and equip-
ment that are absolutely necessary to keep the business operating.

•	 Identify operations critical to survival and recovery.
•	 Plan what you will do if your building or store is not accessible.
•	 Consider if you can run the business from a different location or from 

your home.
•	 Develop relationships with other companies to use their facilities in case 

a disaster makes your location unusable.
•	 Document, photograph or videotape possessions for insurance purposes.

Listen to Local Officials
Learn about the emergency plans that have been established. Listen to the 
instructions given by local emergency management officials.  Know your 
local radio stations and other media outlets.

Sign- up for the Town’s free 
 e-subscription service 

which enables residents 
to subscribe to emergency 

alerts via email or text.
This e-subscription service will be used in 
conjunction with our existing website and 
Citizen Hotline (1-800-963-5023) to provide 
emergency information. The Town of Hilton 
Head Island will only utilize the “Emergen-
cy Alerts” Topic of our e-subscription service 
during an emergency or disaster, particularly 
in an evacuation or during the recovery from 
an event which has caused significant dam-
age. 

The Town encourages residents to sign-up for 
the e-subscription service and link it to their 
cell phone so that the messages will be re-
ceived in a timely manner (standard text mes-
saging rates will apply).

Visit our Website to sign-up today!
www.hiltonheadislandsc.govEvacuation
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ALERT ~ ALERT ~ ALERT
Texting While Driving Illegal

on Hilton Head Island!
A version for those who like full sentences…

Did you know that as of July 2, 2013, texting while driving (for all 
ages) is illegal on HHI? It is, and if you are convicted of violating 
this new law you can be fined $100 for a first of-
fense, $200 for a second offense, and $300 
for a third and subsequent offense. But 
guess what, if you text while driving, 
you shouldn’t be worried about the 
fine amounts as much as you 
should about the potential dev-
astation you could cause by 
injuring or killing yourself or 
others. And that is why Town 
Council adopted a ban on tex-
ting. A driver’s responsibility is 
to safely operate the car they 
drive; it is not to choose to be 
distracted by texting. 

Here are some choices for those 
thinking about texting while driving: 

Do I text someone to let them know I 
am a running a few minutes late or do I hit 
a child in a parking lot? 

Do I text a friend to tell them where we are meeting or do I rear-
end a car full of people? 

In the old days of driving school, soon-to-be drivers were shown 
horrific crash scenes where cars were demolished and passen-
gers were left bloodied and killed. If driving schools don’t include 
this lesson, they should. Distracted driving comes in many forms 
and texting ranks high in the risk it poses. Ask yourself this: Is it 
more important to text while driving or risk the lives of others?  Is 
that text you think is important to send more important than the 
lives of others?  You may spend the rest of your life regretting the 
importance you placed on sending that text. It can wait!

A version for texters…

Did u kno tht as of 7/2/13, txtin while drivin (for all 
ages) is illegal on HHI?! It is, nd if u r convicted of 
viol8ing this new law, u can be fined $100 for a 1st 

offense, $200 for a 2nd offense, nd $300 nd a 
subsequent offense. But ges wat? If u txt 

while drivin, u shouldnt b worried bout 
the fine amounts as much as u should 

b bout the potential devastation u 
could cause by injuring or killin urself 
or others. Nd tht is y Town Coun-
cil adopted a ban on txtin. A driv-
ers responsibility is 2 safely oper8 
the car while they drive; it is not 
choose 2 b distracted by txtin.

Here r some choices 4 those think-
ing bout txtin while drivin:

Do I txt sum1 2 let em kno im runnin a 
few mins l8 or do I hit a chld in a parkin 

lot?

Do I txt a friend 2 tell em where we r meeting or 
do I rear-end a car full of ppl?

In the old days of drivin skool, soon-2-b drivers wer 
shown horrific crash scenes where cars wer demol-
ished nd passengers wer left bloodied nd killed. If 
drivin skools dnt include this lesson, they should. 
Distracted drivin comes in many forms nd txtin ranks 
high in the risks it poses. Ask urself this: Is it more 
important 2 txt while drivin or risk the lives of others? 
Is tht txt u think is more important 2 send, more im-
portant than the lives of others? U may spend the 
rest of ur life regrettin the importance u placed on 
sendin tht txt

Mayor’s Youth Volunteer 
Service Award
Mayor Drew Laughlin presented 92 Hilton Head Island middle school and high school students with the Mayor’s Youth Volunteer 
Service Award at a special ceremony at the Arts Center of Coastal Carolina on Thursday, May 16, 2013.  The purpose was to 
thank and honor these students who, by their demonstrated commitment and example, inspired others to engage in volunteer 
service and who have given their valuable time and effort into making a difference in our community.  All 92 students completed 
more than 50 hours of community service since May 1, 2012 contributing a total of more than 11,451 volunteer hours to our 
community. 

Bronze Level (At least 50 hours):
Lauren Alexander, Allie Burak, Kevin Campbell, Ryan Henderson, Jack Jolley, and Isidora Quevedo.

Silver Level (51 to 100 hours):
Isabelle Boatright, Archer Brooks, Silas Buck, Sarah Bundy, Logan Cherry, Montrice Chisolm, Alison Cohen, Claire Corkern, 
Shawn Cunningham, Blair Daber, Kaylee Ehlers, Hannah Fedor, Christianna Foster, David Graupner, Tony Henrichs, Kaeleigh 
Judge, Kara Klein, Haleigh Kunich, Farris Langley, McKenna Leitner, Parker Liggett, Maggie Lucci, Ethan Makely, Madeleine 
McDonald, April McKeliver, Ann Monroe, Julia Nahman, Garrett Novak, Marc Ochsner, Zach Polk, Jessica Post, Juan 
Rodriguez, Hannah Simpson, Sabina Sister, Amanda Steel, Heidi Stine, Brad Tigges, Mark Tigges, Jacqueline Tobin, Wescott 
Unik, Carlie Van, Megan Webster, Sydnee Wheeler, Laurel Woerheide, Marisa Wojcikiewicz, Sandy Wongwaiwate, Alan Xu, 
and Kevin Ying.

Gold Level (101 to 150 hours):
Bryan Antunez, Mitchell Brockmann, Alexis Evanofski, Nathaniel Jones, Emma McGoldrick, Alexander Pistilli, Miyah Shatz, 
Sarah Sugg, Claudia Swidzinski, Alex Thaller, Shaun Topper, and Walker Wood.

Mayor’s Call to Service Award (More than 150 hours):
Sophie Avent, Kate Bennett, Tara Bianco, Hannah Brink, Heath Cunningham, Mary Derepentigny, Daria Fulton, Whitaker
Gannon, D.J. Green, Lily Green, Allison Hughes, Peyton Leitner, Ashleigh McDaniel, Meccay Nimmer, Darby O’Donnell, 
Gracie Phillips, Ryan Pirnat, Forest Richardson, Lauren Shand, Callie Smith, Lizzy Tupamahu, Kaley VanEenenaam, Tommy 
Vater, Clarissa Walls, Emma Walls, and Nicholas Wheeler.



Consolidated Budget
Revenue Sources

The pie charts below highlight the Town’s progress in decreasing 
the reliance on a high percentage of property tax revenue from 47% 
in fiscal year 1994 as compared to 27% in fiscal year 2014. The in-
crease in funding provided through other sources demonstrates the 
Town’s ability to expand the diversity of its funding sources through 
the years.

Fiscal Year 2013/2014 
Budget
The Town’s annual budget allocates the resourc-
es to achieve Town goals and objectives estab-
lished by both long-term and short-term priorities 
set by Town Council. The combined fiscal year 
2013/2014 budgeted expenditures for the General 
Fund, Capital Projects Fund, Debt Service Fund 
and Stormwater Utility Fund (Enterprise Fund) is 
$65,834,327. This represents a decrease of $16.4 
million or 20% less than the fiscal year 2012/2013 
amended budget.

Expenditures by Fund
Fiscal Year 2013/2014

Where the Money Comes From
The Town revenue sources are provided from 
taxes on real, personal, and vehicle property; 
business licenses; permits; fees; charges for ser-
vices; and other miscellaneous revenue collec-
tions. Major categories of revenue are described 
below. 

Property Taxes are ad valorem taxes collected 
during the fiscal year on real estate, personal 
property, and vehicles.  This revenue is 27% of the 
consolidated budget at $17.7 million.

Licenses and Franchise Fees are business 
licenses; cable, recycling and beach franchise 
fees providing $8.5 million for the General Fund 
representing 13% of the consolidated budget.

Accommodations Taxes (ATAX) / Beach 
Preservation Fees are funds derived from taxes 
on short-term rental, hotels, and motel accommo-
dations.  The State mandates a 2% ATAX, and the 
Town has a 2% Beach Fee and 1% Local ATAX.  
These fees provide $9.7 million and represent 
15% of the consolidated budget.

Tax Increment Financing (TIF) in which funds 
derive from increased value above the baseline 
assessment when the TIF District was estab-
lished. These taxes provide $8.4 million and rep-
resent 13% of the consolidated budget.

Hospitality Tax (HTAX) and related bond pro-
ceeds are collected from a 2% tax imposed on the 
gross sales price of prepared meals and beverag-
es. These fees and proceeds provide $8.0 million 
and represent 12% of the total budget.

Stormwater Utility Fees and related bond pro-
ceeds are charged by Beaufort County for man-
agement of the stormwater system within the 
Town. These fees and proceeds provide $3.6 mil-
lion and represent 6% of the total budget.

Other revenue include impact fees, permit fees, 
real estate transfer fees, intergovernmental funds 
and miscellaneous revenue (contributions, munic-
ipal fines and fees, emergency medical services, 
and interest income). Total budgeted revenue 
from these sources is $9.2 million or 14% of the 
total budget.

Where the 
Money Goes 
by Program 
Fiscal Year 
2013/2014

Fiscal Year 1993/1994

Fiscal Year 2013/2014

General Government/
Management Services

10%Debt
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26%

Capital Projects
17%
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