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Mayor s Note

Mayor Drew Laughlin

To TIF or Not to TIF

You may have read in the local paper
or town hall newsletter about Coligny
area revitalization. You may also have
read about Tax Increment Financing
or its acronym “TIF.” Before your eyes
glaze over at the mere mention of a
term, let me have a shot at making TIF
understandable and real.

TIF isn't a term to describe a quarrel with
your spouse or significant other. (That
would be a tiff, with two f's.) ATIF is an
area designated by the town that needs
revitalization. We established three
Island TIF areas years ago. These three
areas are taxing districts for Beaufort
County, a Public Service District, and
the Beaufort County School District.
About 15 years ago, these districts, at
the town’s request, chose to give up
revenue that would have accrued to
them so that the town could use that

money to build projects/
infrastructure  that would
then stimulate quality
development. Once we
improve conditions in these
districts, property values rise; and once
the TIF period ends, these three taxing
districts begin to collect their share of
revenue once again. Our current TIF has
dramatically increased property values.

So, you're saying “good for the tax
districts but what’'s in it for me?” That
iIs a fair question deserving an answer.
A TIF is not a tax increase. The town
recently sought a TIF extension from
the three districts because we have not
completed all the improvements we need
to accomplish. All districts, thankifully,
agreed, meaning that soon, you will see
the continuation of the Hilton Head Island
Renaissance!

In the Coligny area, we are considering,
among other things, more road and
pedestrian movement improvements,
a destination community park and
playground, surface parking, children’s
museum, and streetscape improvements.
We are also working on the re-
establishment of a USCB campus with
Osher Lifelong Learning near Office Park
Road. TIF funds will be used in Coligny.

In the area of the new Shelter Cove Towne
Centre, we have plans for the Chaplin
Linear Park which will provide a unique
opportunity for recreation, environmental
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observation, and environmental and
historical education for island residents
and visitors. The linear park would
connect the property Shelter Cove
Community Park and the existing
Veterans Memorial Park on Broad Creek
to the existing Chaplin Park on the
Atlantic Ocean. Through an integrated

system of boardwalks, observation
piers and platforms, pedestrian bridges,
waterfront promenades, and multi-

purpose trails, users will experience the
natural environment including the creek,
marsh, maritime forest, folly, beach, and
the ocean. This entire project is under
consideration and TIF funds could be
used. Council will make decisions
regarding the linear park in the near
future.

We’'re not using TIF money to build new
town halls. We are spending these dollars
to make life here the absolute best,
highest quality we can for residents and
visitors. Many of these improvements
will provide meaningful experiences, will
help our business community, and make
our award-winning community an even
more special place.

You see, TIF means a better place for us
all.

Town Manager's Note

on the Rowing and Sailing Center at

Squire Pope Community Park. This
project has been discussed for a long
time, and we are very excited that it will
soon be open to the public. This project
originated from a citizen’s group of sailing
and rowing enthusiasts who approached
Town Council in 2005 and from the Town’s
desire to provide safe public water access
for non-motorized water craft and develop
a waterfront community park. This project
includes a fixed pier and floating dock on
Skull Creek which may be used to launch
kayaks, small sailboats, crew shells, etc.
as well as for fishing and crabbing. In the
upland area, there will be a picnic pavilion,
restrooms, parking, recreation area, and
an oyster pit. The Town has assembled

I n late April, the Town broke ground

Steve Riley

almost 7.5 acres of waterfront
property lined with beautiful live
oaks for this new park. The site
is also known by some as the old
Seafood Co-op.

The dock, pier, and park are being

built in separate phases. The entire park
should be completed and ready to open
this fall. The Town has contracted with
Nix Construction to construct the dock
and pier and with Brunson Construction to
construct the upland park. This project is
being funded solely by the Town using Tax
Increment Financing.

In addition to being vetted by the Parks
and Recreation and Planning Commissions,
staff has worked extensively with the
Squire Pope/ Stoney neighborhood and
rowing and sailing groups to incorporate
the appropriate design elements and park
features. The Island Recreation Center will
operate water sport activities and group
lessons from the new park. We hope our
residents will utilize the park and get out on
the water to enjoy Skull Creek.
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“"”I The PRO (Public Recreation Outreach) Wellness Project, a fitness trail, in
Jarvis Creek Park is set to open in May 2014. It will be free and open to the
public.

Pembroke Drive/ Gardner Drive Pathways
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We are proud to report that construction was recently completed on two, new pedestrian pathway projects on Pem-
broke Drive and Gardner Drive located near the middle of Hilton Head Island. These pathways bridged two import-
ant gaps in the Town of Hilton Head Island pathway network. The total construction cost for these two pathways was
$807,000. These pathways provide another connection in the pathway system that allows walkers, hikers, runners,
and bicyclists to travel the island on safe, motorized vehicle-free pathways.

The trail will include 10+ pieces of outdoor cross-training equipment, consisting of a sit-up
bench, a pull-up bar, parallel bars, push-up bars, and more equipment set up at stations along the trail.
Each station is equipped with instructions on how to use each piece of equipment and how to adapt the

exercises for your personal fithess level. This amenity is for our community’s residents and guests

The Pembroke pedestrian pathway runs from the signalized intersection of US 278 (Business) and continue along seeking a healthy lifestyle, and it makes this park a unique experience.

Pembroke Drive to the intersection with Indigo Run Drive (0.9 miles). It connects residential areas near the Leg O’
Mutton Road and Indigo Run Drive areas to commercial areas along US 278 (Business). The Hilton Head Island
Center for Early Childhood Education, a large residential development, and a significant number of commercial busi-
nesses and offices are located on Pembroke Drive, now have the pathway as an alternate means
of non-motorized transportation available to them.

The fitness trail is this year’s class project for the Hilton Head Island-Bluffton Chamber of
Commerce Leadership Program. Thanks to additional sponsorship from multiple private and
corporate donors, the class has been able to construct a covered exercise pavilion at
Jarvis Creek Park to be used for outdoor fitness classes or individual workouts when
exercisers need a bit of shade or a place to escape the rain.

The Gardner Drive pathway runs from the signalized intersection of
US 278 (Business) to the intersection with Leg O’ Mutton Road (0.6
miles). This pathway connects residential areas to commercial areas
along US 278 (Business). There is also a private school, a multi-fam-
ily condominium development and an assisted living facility, which
have the pathway as an alternate means of non-motorized transporta-
tion available to the residents and students living and attending school
in this neighborhood. Pembroke Drive provides direct access to the
Early Childhood Learning Center, and commercial and office
developments. ]

The ribbon-cutting ceremony for the Jarvis Creek fitness trail is
scheduled for Thursday, May 22, 2014 at 10:00 a.m. /

e N We welcome you to come try it out! o
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Jarvis Creek Fitness Trail
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William Hilton Parkway (US 278 Business)/Queens Way
Intersection Improvement Project
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The Town has completed construction on a new roadway intersection improvement project at William Hilton Parkway
(US 278 Business) and the entrance to Leamington. Total construction costs, including the new traffic signals will be
roughly one million dollars. Along with the 40,000 or so motorists that travel through this area daily, residents of the
Leamington Community and patrons of the Fresh Market Shoppes, and Hargray Campus will benefit directly, as they
will be able to more safely make left turns to and from William Hilton Parkway at a signalized intersection.

The work is being funded by Hospitality taxes (2% tax on prepared meals and beverages). This project originated
from the Town’s desire to improve traffic safety in the corridor, enhance emergency response to adjacent properties,
and improve pedestrian safety and connectivity of the Town’s ever-expanding pathway network.

The project includes a new signalized intersection at William Hilton Parkway and Leamington, with a new roadway
segment on Town property across from Leamington. This new road shall connect at a three-way intersection with the
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/ Resurfaci ng Projects \ E existing road that connects the Fresh Market Shoppes and Hargray Campus. The median crossings of William Hilton
X Parkway at the Fresh Market Shoppes and Hargray Campus adjacent to the new intersection will be closed. Pathway
/ This spring, several SCDOT roads are getting E faC|I.|t|es. will be co.nnected, with a new signalized s:rosswalk at th.e new intersection. Although .the overgrown hol-
paved on Hilton Head Island thanks to the Town and lies in the median havg begn removed fr.om this area, the project has been re-landscaped with a low country g
/ County’s successful grant applications to the South Caro- p~i ARIpEEY el ey Sl InEs e el sis ‘ |
lina Department of Transportation (SCDOT) for the Fiscal Year Tagaono o
/ 2013 Federal Resurfacing Match Program. This is a 50% matching \
grant program, and the Town is contributing $312,653.64 towards the r
/ resurfacing of four SCDOT roads within the Town limits. These are portions NS

of Gum Tree Road (from Wild Horse Road to Squire Pope Road), Mathews Drive
(from William Hilton Parkway to Beach City Road), Beach City Road (from Mathews
Drive to Dillon Road), and Folly Field Road (from Starfish Drive to the terminus are
the Westin/Marriott-Barony). The Town’s contributions were funded through
Hospitality taxes. In addition, and under the same grant program, Beaufort
\ County is funding half of the resurfacing of Squire Pope Road (from
US 278 to Gum Tree Road), Folly Field Road (from William Hilton

\ Parkway to Starfish Drive) and all of Deallyon Avenue. Most
\ of the roads are being widened with a paved shoulder for
enhanced safety as well. Work on the roads began
\ in early March and was completed by mid-April.




Port Royal Sound Shoreline Beach
Renourishment Project

On March 20, 2014, the Town issued a notice to proceed to its contractor,
TIC — The Industrial Company of Savannah, Georgia, authorizing com-
mencement of the Ocean Point Interim Beach Fill Project. The project |
involves the placement of up to approximately 23,000 cubic yards of sand |
along 2,500 feet of the Port Royal Sound Shoreline adjacent to the Ocean
Point Community of Port Royal Plantation. In recent years, erosion has 3
been claiming about 20 feet of beach per year and threats to the developed

e

upland property is a concern. The placement of sand now, is expected to address % Beach
these concerns until the next large scale beach renourishment project takes place OQ}\@” Renourishment
in early 2016. Sand will be trucked to the project site from approved upland sand & & Project
mines, one near Hardeeville, SC the other near Ridgeville, SC. <&
Q&O
The construction cost of the project is $895,000, and work is expected to be com- &
pleted before June 30, 2014. Funding for the project derives from the locally $ %?
collected beach preservation fee, a 2% accommodations tax on short-term § ; %/
property rental. @f i
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Outdoor Burning s o e e

\/ free e-subscription service
Town Council recently voted to reenact a new Chapter 7 of Title 9 of the to receive alerts via email

Municipal Code which changed the Town’s outdoor burning regulations. As or text regarding changes to the
of April 1, 2014, open burning of yard waste such as leaves, grass and open burning dates at

pine straw will be allowed two days per month (see calendar below for burn www. hiltonheadislandsc.gov
days). Private covenants may prohibit burning.

In order to burn yard waste, you must first obtain a permit. This can be done by visiting any of the seven fire stations on the
Island or Fire Rescue Headquarters. The permit will remain valid for as long as the person issued the permit resides at the
address.

On one of the approved burn days, the permit holder must register their burn. To register the burn, the permitee must call
(843) 682-5125 before they light the fire to register and verify that the projected weather conditions will allow burning.

Yard waste burning may only take place between the official hours of sunrise and sunset. (Remember, a fire after sunset
that is smoking is not out and will be a violation.) Firefighters will visit each registered burn site to ensure the permittee is

complying with the regulations. ]
2014 Outdoor Burning Calendar

The permit is issued for residential properties only

and allows burning of yard waste that was gener- JUNE
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ated only on this property. All other burning of yard - 2 5 3 ;
waste is considered commercial burning which is 5 | & | 7 | B | & |40 | 11 Bl 2 | 4 | 5 | & | 7
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be from structures and are as follows:

« Burning in a container or other non-combusti- JULY AUGUST
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ble enclosure, such as a barrel or pit, must be at BERER X B 1 B
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» Fires on the ground must be NO larger than

3’ in diameter and 2’ in height and shall be at SEPTEMBER OCTOBER
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least 25 feet from any residential, commercial, 1T 3221 4 56 BB mEw T B
or out-building to include any combustible fence, . R REREREAED BEARBRERE AEAE"
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2’ in height must be at least 50 feet from any res-
idential, commercial, or out-building to include | FEEEEE m'BE — — ECBE —
any combustible fence, deck, or motor vehicle. R Tt T 2 Ta ' T B
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burning taking place at the address.




